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BATTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  hohour  to  present  my  second  and  last  Annual 
Report  which  is  for  the  calendar  year  1948.  • • 

Compared  v/ith  last,  year  when  we  had  a mild  epidemic  of 
poliomyelitis  to  contend  with,  this  has  been  a year  of.  largely 
routine  work. 

The  provision  of  proper  sewerage  for  our  villages  and  of 
an  adequate  water  supply  for  tlie  greater  part  of  the  District  are 
still  our  major  problems,  while  the  coastal  area  has  again  received 
much  attention.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a catering  s-urvey, 
which  will  be  referred  to  fully  in  the  Report,  was  started,  but 
I do  not  anticipate  its  completion  until  well  into  the  Spring 
of  1949, 

I have  with  regret  a>^.d  not  without  pain,  to  record  that  the 
relations  of  confidence  and  mutual  ro.spect  which  existed  between 
the  Council  and  myself  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  have  largely 
disappeared, if  one  can  judge  clearly  by  certain  decisions,  mostly 
but  not  entirelj^  on  staffing,  taken  b.y  the  Council  during  the  year. 
The  repeated  rejection  of  or  ignoring  of  advice  which  I thought 
it  ray  duty  to  tender  has  convinced  mo  that  I no  longer  have  from 
the  Council  the  support  and  confidence  necessary  to  the  happy  and 
effective  discharge  of  my  duties,  and  in  my  view,  ray  work  has  been 
embarrassed  thereby,  \vhich  is  why  the  subject  is  mentioned  in  this 
Report , 


I have  to  record  that  the  co-operation  which  I have 
received  from  my  colleagues,  t <3  Co^Jincil's  other  Officers,  and  the 
friendly  relations  which  have  existed  between  us  have  been  the 
greatest  help  in  my  work. 

I very  gladly  report  on  the  good  v;ork  of  the  Senior  and 
other  Sanitary  Inspectors , sub joct  to  the  qualification  that  in 
my  view,  Mr,  f'rancis  and  Mr,  Dunford  have  too  many  calls  on  their 
time  as  Surveyors  and  Town  Planning  Officers,  As  this  has  been 
the  subject  of  a visit  from  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Ministry 
I need  not  emphasiso  it  here. 

The  clerical  staff  have  worked  with  great  fidelity  and 
keenness  in  spite  of  a very  difficult  situation,  and  I am  supremely 
grateful  for  their  infinite  patience  and  courtesy. 

My  colleagues.  Doctor  Bruce  of  Hastings,  and  Doctor  Collins 
of  Hailsham,  have  most  kindly  attended  to  any  emergency  matters 
vdiich  have  occurred  in  my  absence. 

From  District  Furses,  Teachers,  Women’s  Institutes,  and 
from  a great  many  individual  members  of  the  Public  I have  received 
very  great  help  and  courtesy  for  which  I am  grateful  and  which 
will  over  keep  this  area  warm  in  my  affections, 

I am,  Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ERIC  C.  downer, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


Public  Health  Department, 
The  Watch  Oak, 

Battle,  Sussex, 

31st  December,  1948, 
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N.3.  This  report  is  furnished  in  advance  of  the  Rogistrar 

(j-enoral ' s -final  statistics  for  the  population  of  tho. 
'District,  lDir]hhs  and  deaths,  and  notifications  of 
infectious  disease. 

These  will  be  circulated  later  and  a blank  page  (page 
3)  will  be  found  to  which  thay  may  bo  affixed  vrhon  received. 


N,B.2,  As  laid  down  in  the  Ministry  of  Health's  Circulars 
the  necessary  copies  of  this  report  have  been  furnished 
to  tho  Ministry  of  Health  and  other  bodies. 
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This  page  is  left  for  the  statistics  of  the  Registrar  Gonoral 
^vhon  rocGived. 


/ 
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STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
part-time,  also  Assistant 
County  School  Medical  Officer 
and  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Borough  of  Rye 


Eric  C,  Dovmor  M.A., 

D.P.H, 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 


Sanitary  inspectors 


W,  Francis, Certs. R.S. I, , 
M.R.San.I,^n-./'.I.A,^ 

W , Rams  den , Co rt , S , I . B . , 

M . :s..<  I , L,  ( re s igho d 
51st  March,  1948) 

W.T.Dunford,  Cort.S.I.B., 
M.R.San.I.  ,M.S.I,A. 

K.G.Bonick,  Cert.S.I.B,, 

M.  R.San,  !,  ,■  , ? ,.A. 

J.W.Chanoll,  Cort.S.I.B., 
M.R.San.I. ,M.S.I.A, 

D,  Copporv;hoat , Cort.S.I.B, 
A, R. San. I.  (appointed 
1st  August, 1948) 


Clerical  Staff  (Surveyor’s)  y/ho  perform  part-time 
Public  Health  work. 


Chief  Clerk 

Miss  M,E,Portnell 

Assistant  Clerks  and 
Shorthand- Typists 

Mi s s M , H , He arnshaw 
(transferred  to  County 

Council  on  1st  October, 
1948) 


Miss  E.  Doroy, 

Miss  M.  Sunnyside, 

Mr,  M,  Stomp, 

Mr,  I. W, Mas on, 

(appointed  1st  October, 
1948) 
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THE  BATTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Area 117,059  acres 

Population  in  1948  (Registrar 

General's  estimate  Mid-year) Not  yet  rocoived. 

Number  of  inhabited  dwell inghous es , 

1st  April,  1948 9,747. 

Number  of  Rateable  promisos, 

1st  April,  1948.  ....  ...  10,766 


Rateable  Value,  31st  Docombor , 1948 £201,796. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  in  tlio 

Einancial  year  ending  31st  March, 1948  ...  £726. 


OCCUPATION  AND  INDUSTRY. 

The  chief  rural  industries  are  Agriculture  and  Dairy 
Farming , 

On  the  31st  Docombor, 1948,  the  Gypsum  Minos  Ltd., 
employed  the  following  personnel: - 

Surface , 

Mon . Women  -Office  and 

Canteen  Staff. 

212  12 

Underground. 


317 

The  personnel  employed  by  other  industries  in  the  District 
was  as  follows:- 

Malcs,  Females. 


Hodsons  Mill,  Robertsbridge 

21 

11 

West's  Engineering  Works , Camber. 

13 

2 

Gray  Nicholls,  Robertsbridge. 

63 

17 

The  Tannery,  Battle. 

15 

- 

Camber  Beach  Works,  Camber, 

7 

5 

Sonlac  Metal  Casements,  Battle, 

55 

5 

S.S.Tar  Distillers,  Rye  Harbour. 

4 

- 

Navaery  Bros,,  Battle . (Average  number) 

35 

55 

John  Carter,  Ltd., Rye  Harbour. - 

15 

- 

Jenner  & Simpson  (Millers)  Battle, 

8 

3 

Battle  Laundry,  Marloy  Lane, Bat tie. 

6 

31 

Victoria  Poncing  Co,,  Staplocross. 

32 

- 

Spun  Concrete,  Ltd.,  Rye  Harbour, 

98 

6 

Hall  & Co.,  Beach  Works, Rye  Harbour, 

23 

Howard  Bros,,  Battle. 

20 

.. 

Bnr'rmsh  Laundry,  Burv/ash, 

3 

13 

Ticehurst  Laundry,  Ticehurst. 
Central  Engineering  Works , The 

5 

16 

Ridge,  Ore. 

15 

- 
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Admissions  to  Isolation  Hospitals 
in  '1948  for  the  cases  noted. 
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Anterior  polioi  vditis 

Cerehro  spinal  meningitis 

Dysentry  j 

Enterie  Group 

Pneumonia  ] 

— — — 1 

Erysipelas 

Measles  I 

V/hooping  cough 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Cases  in  the  Register  at  December  51st, 1946. 
1947  and  1948. 


I 

Year  | Pulmonary 

i 

Yon- pulmonary 

1946 

male 

- -- 

■ 

female 

male 

female 

60 

79 

38 

33 

1947 

'64 

82 

41 

34 

1948 

j 

54 



71 

25 

28 

' 

Cases  entered  In  the  Re^jister  durin/y  1948. 


Age  Groups  | 

j 

j 1 

Pulmonary  i Non-pulmonary 

1 

1 

1 

! 

i 

m'ale 

female 

. 

male  i female 
1 

Under  1 j 



1 

1-4 

1 

1 

1 

5-14 

1 

2 

2 

15  - 24 

2 

4 

25  - 34 

2 

4 

1 

35  - 44 

6 • 

3 

45  - 54 

1 

1 

55  - 64 

1 

1 

65  and  over 

1 

1 

\ 

' 
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INT:^CTIQUS  DISEASE, 

The  statistics  of  Infectious  Disease,  apart  from  measles 
are  extremely  satisfying. 

For  the  first  time  no  case  of  diphtheria  occurred.  This 
is  in  our  view  entirely  duo  to  the  painstaking  efforts  made  by 
Doctor  Sawyer  and  by  the  District  Nurses  and  Teachers  to  get 
approaching  100^  of  our  children  immunised. 

No  case  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  in  the  District,  but  I 
was  called  in  consultation  to  three  suspected  cases,  none  of 
which  was  hospitalised  as  'polio'. 

Measles  and  whooping  cough  vjere  rife,  but  broadly  speaking 
not  in  the  same  parishes  as  in  1947, 


TUBNRCaLOGIS. 

\7hon  we  turn  to  tuberculosis  a slight  reduction  of  cases 
Y/ill  be  noticed  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register,  but  this  need  not 
bo  attributed  to  a decline  in  the  disease  as  the  notifications 
were  on  the  increase,  being  28  pulmonary  and  9 non- pulmonary  in 
1948  as  against  20  pulmonary  and  7 non-pulmonary  in  1947.  The 
statistical  decline  on  the  Register  is  due  to  the  fact  that  in 
co-operation  with  the  County  Council's  Public  Health  Department, 
the  Medical  Superintendent  of  Dapvell  Hall  and  the  Tuberculosis 
Visitors  we  have  checked  up  on  the  activity  and  continued  resi- 
dence in  the  District  of  persons  on  the  Register  and  v;e  have, 
in  fact,  purged  oui*  Register  and  brought  it  up  to  date. 


SCABIES. 

No  case  of  scabies  was  notified  in  the  area  during  the  year, 
and  during  the  year  also  the  Scabies  Order,  1941,  ceased  to  be 
in  operation. 


NOTIFICATIONS  UNDER  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT.  1938. 
OF  ACTUAL  OR  SUSPECTED  FOOD- POISONING, 


1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Late  in  the  year  the  outbreak  of  several  cases  of  "tummy" 
trouble  at  a Displaced  Persons*  Hostel  led  to  a close  investigation* 
No  supporting  evidence,  laboratory  or  othemviso,  could  be  found 
to  confirm  that  this  vras  an  outbreak  of  food-poisoning,  and 
while  we  found  the  Officers  of  the  Hostel  most  co-operative,  all 
subjective  symptoms  had  got  to  be  translated  from  Ulrrainian  or 
Latvian, 

In  our  opinion,  the  outbreak,  if  it  was  one,  had  another 
and  much  simplex  cause. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (AIRCRAFT)  REGULATIONS , 1958, 

Cases  reported  from  the  Airports  of  persons  arriving  from 
infected  areas  continued  to  bo  contacted  and  advised  as  described 
in  the  1947  Report,  but  there  was  a considerable  decrease  in  the 
nur.iber , 
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DIPHTHERIA  II  'iIvnR.aS  ATI  ON . 


This  Service  was  cortinuod  by  Colonel  J, E,H, Sawyer, M, D, , 
on  the  same  lines  as  in  1947,  imtil  the  4th  July^l948,  after 
v:hich  the  County  Council  as  Local  Health  Authority  became 
responsible  for  the  Scheme. 

Actually,  there  has  been  no  groat  change  as  by  an  arrange- 
ment between  the  County  Council  and  Battle  Rural  District 
Council,  the  Riural  District’s  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts 
as  agent  for  the  County  Council  and  organises  the  Scheme  for  the 
area. 


During  this  time  115  immunisation  clinics  were  hold,  at 
which  the  following  children  received  injections 

Immunisation  Re- immunisation.  Schick  Tost, 

Under  5 5-14  inclusive 

250  29  137  1 (negative) 

The  total  nuinber  of  children  under  15  resident  in  the  area 
who  have  received  two  injections  by  the  5th  July,  1948:- 

Under  5 . 1,175 

5 - 14  inclusiv.j , . , 3,139 


Total  4,514 


VACCINATION  , ETC. 

The  Rural  District's  Medical  Officer  is  also  charged  with 
the  administration  of  the  County  Council’s  scheme  for  vaccination 
for  the  same  area,  and  acts  as  Local  Medical  Agent  for  the 
County  Council’s  Ambulance  Servioo. 

There  is  still,  from  time  to  time,  a demand  in  this  District 
for  protection  against  Nhooping  cough  to  bo  given  at  the  same 
time  as  protection  against  diphtheria, 

t 

It  is  perfectly  true  that  the  reports  of  most  workers  on  this 
are  not  conclusive  as  to  its  efficacy,  but  the  public  are  beginning 
to  believe  in  it,  and  I trust  that  it  will  soon  be  afforded  by 
the  Local  Health  Authority  to  such  members  of  the  public  as  demand 
it.  In  the  meantime,  to  our  knov^ledge,  certain  children  are 
receiving  such  protection  from  their  family  doctors  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Scheme , 

As  however,  there  is  no  provision  for  payments  of  Doctors 
for  such  immunisation  wo  have  no  statistics  of  this  service,  and 
v/e  greatly  regret  the  fact. 


INSULIN, 

The  Council  continued  to  supply  Insulin  free  of  charge  to 
necessitous  persons  suffering  from  diabetes  until  4th  July,  1948, 
after  which  this  provision  became  the  responsibility  of  those 
charged  with  the  administration  of  the  National  Health  Sorvices, 
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CATERING  SURVEY. 


The  epidemic  of  poliomyelitis  in  1947  and  the  occurrence 
during  the  course  of  the  last  few  years  of  various  outbreaks  ;of 
food  poisoning  coupled  with  the  fact  that  catering  for  holiday 
makers  and  others  is,  next  to  agriculture,  the  most  important 
industry  in  this  part  of  Sussex,  made  it  seen  desirable  that  a 
survey  of  the  Rural  District  should  bo  made  with  a view  to 
ascertaining  under  what  conditions  food  v^as  prepared  and  handled 
and  served  to  the  public  or  to  communities, 

A Catering  Survey  was  therefore  initiated  in  October, 1948, 
and  it  is  hoped  to  conclude  it  by  Karch  1st,  1949,  so  that  any 
action  'Amy  have  been  taken  before  the  comracncemont  of  the  holiday 
season  of  the  year,  < 

I should  like  to  report  the  very  great  co-operation  and 
help  that  wo  have  received  from  the  Area  l''ood  Office  at  Battle, 
and  its  presiding  Officer,  Mr.  J.  J',  Bryant, 

The  Catering  Establishments  v/ore  divided  into  the  following 
categories 

(1)  Residential  Schools  - chiefly  preparatory. 

(2)  Various  Institutions  including  3 Hospitals, 

1 Mental  Hospital,  2 Social  Welfare  Institutions, 

2 Convalescent  Homes,  1 Sanatorium  and 

1 Nursing  Home. 

(3)  School  Canteens  and  Feeding  Centres, 

(4)  Industrial  Canteens. 

(5)  Youth  Club  Canteens* 

(6)  Clubs. 

(7)  Staff  Canteens . 

(8)  Residential  Hotels  and  Catering  Establishments. 

(9)  Restaurants,  Cafes,  etc, 

(10)  Bread  and  Cake  Shops. 

(11a)  Manufacturers  of  Ice  Cream, 

(lib)  Vendors  of  Ice  Cream. 

(12)  Public  Houses,  if  not  in  Categories  8 or  9, 

(13)  Displaced  Persons*  Hostel, 


It  will  bo  seen  that  the  District  includes  several  hundred 
establishments  of  almost  every  conceivable  variety  and  s crving 
v/idely  diff erer  t sections  of  the  community. 


The  actual  carrying  out  of  tho  Survey  is  being  divided 
between  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors, 
A letter,  several  days  in  advance,  is  sent  to  the  proprietor 
of  each  establishment  pointing  out  the  purposes  of  the  Survey 
and  asking  for  his  co-operation.  The  promises  are  then  visited 
and  a short  questionnaire  completed  with  full  details  of  tho 
number  of  outaide  persons  employed.  An  attempt  is  made  to 
got  some  knowledge  of  the  background  and  history  of  tho  persons 
handling  tho  food,  i.e,,  service  overseas,  previous  bowel 
disease,  etc.  The  p2?j0mises,  particularly  the  kitchens,  washing- 
up  places,  and  larder  and  store-rooms,  are  thoroughly  inspected, 
as  also  the  rooms  in  which  tho  meals  are  served.  Note  is  also 


taken  of  the 
etc . , and  in 
state  of  the 
the  staff  is 
to  the  place 
of  repair  of 


cleanliness  of  overalls,  aprons,  tablecloths,  cutlery 
Public  Houses  particular  attention  is  paid  to  tho 
glasses.  Lavatory  and  washing  accoimnodation  for 


carefully  enquired  into  and  s 
of  work  noted,  Ttie  geheral  sanitation 
the  premises  are  not  neglected. 


en,  and  its  convenience 
and  state 


Catering  Survey, 


continued 


vrhen  this  infoi?mation  has  been  obtained  informal  letters 
are  sent  out  suggesting  any  reasonable  improvements  and  altera- 
tions, or  confirming  any  discussion  at  the  time  of  inspection. 

For  definite  sanitary  or  structural  defects  the  powers  of  the 
Local  Authority  are  in  the  background* 

The  whole  spirit  behind  the  Survey  has  been  to  carry  it 
out  v.ath  the  co-operation  and  goodwill  of  the  proprietors  of 
the  Catering  Establishments,  At  the  present  moment,  the  31st 
December,  1948,  approximf^tely  half  of  the  Survey  has  been  com- 
pleted,and  in  almost  every  case  visits  have  been  welcomed  and 
information  and  permission  to  view  freely  given.  Right  of 
entry  was  only  contested  once  and  then  very  briefly. 

The  vast  majority  of  proprietors  have  felt  that  their 
interests  and  that  of  the  trade  were  identical  with  that  of  the 
Local  Authority:-  to  provide,  and  to  give  the  district  the 
reputation  for  providing  a first  class  service  of  good,  pure 
and  '"diolesome  food  for  those  who  come  to  re-create  and  rejuvenate 
themselves  in  this  favoured  area. 

The  Survey  will  be  fully  reported  on  in  next  year's 

Report, 


CONTROL  OP  ICS  CREAM  MANUFACTURE  AND  SALE. 

This  was  continued  throughout  1948  on  the  same  lines 
and  in  accordance  with  the  policy  described  in  my  report  for 
1947. 

The  summer  of  1948  being  unsettled  and  inclement  in 
contrast  to  the  wo.rm  and  long  summer  of  1947,  the  demand  was, 
as  might  be  expected,  considerably  loss. 
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NATIONAL  JHALTH 


SERVICE 


TliG  National  Hoalth  Servico  .''(■t  camo  into  operation  on 
5th  July,  1943,  and  it  is  of  course,  far  too  oarly  to  say  whether 
it  is  operating  with  offioienoy  or  a t_>  or  to  record  any  effect 
that  its  coming  into  force  may  have  Lad  on  !he  public  health. 

Broadly  speakln.a,  we  believe  it  lo  cu  working  well. 
Practically  all  the  Doctors  and  a considerable  number  of  the 
Dentists  have  taken  service  under  the  Act,  and  a very  high 
proportion  of  the  public  appear  to  have  availed  themselves  of 
the  right  to  choose  their  Medical  ildviser. 

As  regards  the  General  Practitioner  Service,  the  Executive 
Council  responsible  is  situated  at  Lewes.  Of  its  activities 
we  know  nothing. 

The  Hospitals  in  the  Battle  Rural  District  come  under 
the  management  of  the  ^-i-astings  Hospital  Management  Committee 
acting  on  behalf  of  the  South-East  Metropolitan  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  Beyond  a circular  letter  from  the  latter 
Body  laying  down  the  steps  to  be  taken  to  secure  the  admission 
of  cases  to  hospitals  we  have  again  no  knowledge  of  its  activities 
or  those  of  the  Local  Management  Cornnittee 

Provision  is  made  in  the  Act  for  a considerable  amount 
of  co-operation  and  in  soino  cases  Inter-ropresentation  between 
the  three  Bodies  charged  with  the  administration  of  the  National 
Health  Act  in-,  an  a.rea,  i.o.,  the  Local  Health  Authority,  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  and  tho'  Executive  Council,  but  the 
position  of  a Comity  District  charged  v.rith  the  duties  of  a Sani- 
tary Authority  dealing  with  onvironm-jntal  health  is  that  it  is 
not  in  any  touch  or  liaison  vritli  these  Bodies  and  knows  offi- 
cially next  to  nothing  of  their  activities.  Yet  it  is  very 
often  to  the  Local  Public  Health  Department  that  puzzled  members 
of  the  public  come  with  their  problems  and  their  queries. 

Country  folk  of  our  parishes  are  unlikely  to  seek  out  authorities 
situated  in  London  or  Lewes, 

It  would  be  valuable  if  some  much  closer  liaison  could  be 
created  and  if  Medical  Officers  of  County  Districts  could  receive, 
from  time  to  time,  short  progress  reports  on  the  activities  of 
these  administrative  bodies,  such  as  viould  enable  them  to  give 
accurate  information  and  advice  to  persons  seeking  it.  For  in 
spite  of  considerable  propaganda  and  the  availability  of  well 
drav/n-up  leaflets  members  of  the  public  often  do  not  know  v/hat 
services  they  are  entitled  to  nor  from  vdiora  to  expect  them. 

At  the  same  time,  despite  the  complaints  we  get  of  delay 
in  obtaiidng  denta]  treatment  or  glasses  oui*  opinion  is  that 
the  Service  has  been  launched  and  is  functioning  as  well  as 
possible  considering  certain  staffing  and  institutional 
difficulties , 
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LOCAL  GOVERN?.L5NT  BOUIMDARY  COMMI3SION. 


The  District  was  again  honoured  on  the  20tli  October,  1948, 
by  a visit  from  the  Assistant  ConTnissioner  of  the  Local  Government 
Boundary  Commission,  in  this  case,  Colin  Campbell,  Esq.,0,B.E«, 

Town  Clerh  of  Plymouth. 

Eie  occasion  was  an  enquiry  as  to  whether  any  alteration 
or  adjustments  were  necessary  in  the  boundaries  of  the  County 
Districts  of  East  Sussex,  Tlie  integrity  of  this  District,  already 
threatened  by  the  expansionist  programme  of  Hastings  County  Borough, 
was  also  liable  to  be  seriously  affected  by  a proposal  from  the 
Borou.gh  of  Rye  to  take  in  ton  parishes  at  present  in  the  Battle 
Rural  District  and  portions  of  h?ro  others.  Moreover,  tvvo 
Authorities  in  Kent  were  willing  to  relievo  this  District  and 
Sussex  County  of  part  of  this  area. 

The  Rye  proposal,  which  is  based  on  the  inclusion  in  a 
new  County  District  to  be  administered  from  Rye,  of  roughly  all 
places  A!'/ithin  seven  miles  of  Rye  Town  Hall,  has  a groat  deal  to 
recommend  it  from  the  point  of  view  of  geography,  transport  and 
community  of  interests*  Si^eaking  purely  from  those  aspects  it 
would  make  an  easily  and  conveniently  administered  Sanitai-y  area, 
but  on  the  other  hand,  even  if  parliamentary  powers  were  obtained 
for  the  demoting  of  Rye  Borough  and  its  merging  in  such  a County 
District,  the  financial  ability  of  the  area  to  meet  its  commit- 
ments '■'■ould  be  by  no  means  certain  and  it  is  probably  neither  big 
enough  nor  populous  enough  to  form  a suitable  area  for  delegation 
of  County  Services,  so  tha'  it  fulfils  the  Boundary  Commission's 
condition  of  '‘convenient"  but  not  so  surely  "effective"  Local 
Government, 


Nevertheless,  the  events  of  this  year  convince  me  that  the 
present  Battle  Rural  District  is  too  mswieldy  and  too  ill-shaped 
for  really  effective  sanitary  adninis tration  from  Battle,  Ear 
too  great  expense  on  transport  is  necessary  for  the  administration 
of  our  coastal  and  eastern  district  which  present  us  with  our 
nicest  problems  and  valuable  time  is  lost  in  getting  there, 

llie  opening,  in  the  Autumn,  of  a Sub-Office  at  Rye,  which  for 
some  reason  has  been  rather  poorly  patronised  by  the  public,  has 
done  little  to  help,  and  I am  convinced,  for  the  effective  Sanitary 
administration  of  our  eastern  parishes,  the  administrative  centre 
should  preferably  be  Rye,  If  not  Rye,  then  an  entirely  ndw  centre 
such  as  Broad  Oak,  in  the  parish  of  Brede,  which  is  equidistant 
between  Battle  and  Rye,  But  that  really  effective  supervision 
cannot  be  maintained  from  Battle, 

Should  the  claims  of  Hastings  bo  to  any  large  extent  granted, 
one  of  t-’fo  things  should  happen.  Either  Battle  v/ill  be  itself 
ah;>f'-'bed  into  the  County  Borough  or  it  will  remain  in  very  close 
proximity  to  the  southern  border  of  the  Council’s  area. 

All  this  imcertainty  is  holding  up  and  embarrassing  develop- 
ment, It  is  affecting  negotiations  on  water,  and  it  is  affecting 
the  initiation  of  certain  sewerage  schem.es,  the  siting  and  building 
of  Council  houses  and  other  developments. 

There  is  one  supreme  heed  and  that  is  for  a rapid  decision 
and  for  Sanitary  Authorities  to  get  back  to  their  work  as  such 
instead  of  their  energies  being  dissipated  in  the  formation  of 
or  opposition  to  schemes  based  partly  on  concern  for  the  public 
welfare  and  partly  on  the  flagrant  violation  of  the  Tenth 
Commandment, 
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SCHOOL  liSALTH  SBRA^ICE. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has,  through  the  year,  continued 
continued  as  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  to  inspect  the 
children  of  the  Schools  in  the  area. 

My  remarks  of  last  year  are  equally  applicable  to  this  year, 
and  this  arrangement  has  resulted  in  a close  liaison  and  acquaintance 
with  the  District  Hursing  Staff  which  has  been  a very  great  help 
to  the  County  Health  Department  apart  from  the  Schools, 


HY,ALTH  3DTJC/TI0N-,  " 

The  policy  of  lecturing  to  Women's  Institutes  and  other 
Bodies  has  been  continued  throughout  the  year  despite  the  fact 
that  on  the  5th  July,  the  County  Council  became  the  responsible 
Body, 


Thirty  lectures  have  been  given  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  during  this  period. 

The  County  Council  entrust  this  function  of  Health  Education 
to  the  Sussex  Rural  Community  Council,  and  a discussion  took  place 
in  the  early  summer  between  your  Medical  Officer  and  the  Director 
of  that  Body,  Apart  from  the  distribution  from  Doctors ' surgeries 
of  the  publication  "Better  Health"  and  of  some  tuberculosis  pro- 
paganda I am  not  aware  that  any  Health  Lectures  have  been  organised 
or  have  taken  place  in  Battle  Rural  Di strict  since  the  County 
Council  became  the  responsible  authority, 

I ?rould  place  on  record  that  I believe  that  this  District 
is  ripe  for  Health  Education,  Good  audiences  can  be  obtained 
for  interesting  lectures,  and  no  propaganda,  in  my  opinion,  bears 
greater  dividends  than  this. 


PIO  USING. 


The  completion  of  new  prefabricated  and  permanent  houses  in 
the  District  continued  at  a satisfactory  rate  throughout  the  year. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-four  newly  completed  houses  were  let  including 
sixty-five  "prefabs",  these  latter  being  in  the  two  estates  of 
Burwash  and  Northiam.  Thirty- one  other  families  were  housed  as 
the  result  of  casual  vacancies. 

There  are  fifty-one  houses  under  cons  truest  ion  at  the  51st 
December,  1948,  There  are  also  '21  houses  under  requisition. 

The  Housing  Priority  Sub-Committee  have  during  the  year 
given  special  consideration  to  cases  brought  forvrard  by  this  Depart- 
ment and  recommended  for  rehousing  on  the  grounds  of  ill-he?a.lth, 
overcrov^ding  or  insanitary  conditions. 

The  housing  situation  in  this  District  has  improved  to  such 
an  extent,  that  the  Coioncil  was  advised  and  agreed  in  October 
that  the  representation  of  some  of  the  worst  individual  unfit 
houses  in  the  District  should  be  commenced. 

Throe  houses  were  therefore^ ropresentod  to  the  December 
Committee  and  the  interested  parties  will  be  interviewed  shortly, 
and  the  procedure  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act, 1936, 
carried  out. 
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WATER. 


Statistics  will  bo  found  in  tho  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
report  of  the  number  of  new  connections  made  in  the  District 
by  the  Statutory  Water  Companies  operating  therein. 

Broadly  spv;.aking,  the  District  suffered  from  drought  and 
water  shortage  in  tho  early  part  of  the  year,  this  being  duo 
to  the  long  and  dry  summer  and  autumn  of  1947. 

Uoro  especially  did  this  affect  the  parishes  of  Pairlight 
and  Guest  ling,  Tov^ards  tho  end  of  the  year  the  position  at 
tho  Warren  Estate,  Pairlight,  has  led  us  to  inaugurate  a Survey 
there  with  a view  to  some  immodiato  improvement  of  its  extremely 
inadequate  supply.  This  also  will  be  referred  to  in  the  Sani- 

tary Inspector’s  report. 

The  question  of  long-term  provision  of  water  for  Battle 
Rural  District  is,  of  course,  closely  bound  up  with  tho  filling 
and  opening  of  the  Hastings  Corporation’s  new  reservoir  at  Darvell 
Hole,  and  we  are  informed  that  the  date  of  this  may  bo  late  in 
1950,  Very  considerable  negotiation  has  taoen  place  with 
Hastings  Corporation  regarding  which  areas  should  bo  directly 
supplied  by  them  and  which  supplied  by  Battle  with  water  pur- 
chased from  Hastings,  In  view  of  the  length  and  delicacy  of 
these  negotiations  I append  a report  on  this  -lindly  supplied  by 
the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  C.  T,  Chevallier,  Esq.,  M,  A.,  and 
refrain  from  further  comment. 


During  the  year  some  progress  has  been  made  in 
tho  negotiations  with  Hastings  for  the  fulfilment  of 
the  Corporation’s  obligation  to  supply  water  in  the 
central  and  south-eastern  part  of  tho  District, 

In  the  parishes  in  which  tho  obligation  already 
exists  informal  requisitions  have  boon  served  for  sup- 
plies in  Brodo  and  Broad  Oak,  Westfield  Village,  Guest- 
iing  Green  and  Friars  Hill,  It  had  been  hoped  to 
defer  Fairlight,  as  the  Estates  there  have  some  supplies, 
though  indifferent;  but  for  the  westernmost  of  these 
at  least,  a supply  is  now  accepted  as  very  urgent,  so 
this  has  been  added  to  the  list, 

Tlie  coastal  parishes  (Pott,  Icklosham  and  Camber 
So.nds)  will  only  pass  into  tho  Hastings  supply  area 
when  the  n®v reservoir  at  Dar^rell  is  filled,  an  event 
now  anticipated  late  in  1950,  Concurrently  thore- 
V'/ith,  by  their  Agreement  of  1937,  the  Corporation  is 
bound  to  lay  a principal  main  from  Pairlight  Reservoir 
to  Camber  Sands, 

The  position  is  complicated  by  tho  proposal  of 
the  Rye  Corporation  to  impound  water  from  the  Rothor 
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Water,  continuo d , 


at  Nowenden,  and  thereby  supply  their  Borough  and  all 
the  surrounding  parishes;  a nothod  vdiicli,  if  proved 
effective,  appears  to  be  cheaper. 

It  is  anticipated  that  this  issue  will  be  decided 
by  the  Ministry  in  1949,  Meanwhile  the  supply  for 
Brede,  which  lies  on  a possible  alternative  route  to 
Rye  and  Camber,  and  also  the  Council's  own  proposal, 
fPhhyhlGh  .preliminary  surveys  have  been  made,  for  a 
reservoir  at  Staplecross  bo  supply  all  the  other 
parishes  north  of  the  Hrede  River,  are  in  suspense, 
as  well  as  Eastings ’ principal  main  from  Guestling 
Hill  to  Camber  Bands,  The  size  of  the  Staplecross 
Reservoir,  <and  the  mains  of  all  three  of  those  pro- 
posals, de ponds  of  course  on  the  outcome  of  the  Rye 
Scheme,  and  if  that  fails,  on  how  the  area  is  divided 
b 0 Ween  the  thre e . 

h The  Council  is  however  determined  that 
Hastings,  having  derived  fuJ.l  benefit  from  her  Agreement 
in  1937,  v/ill  not  be  rcsloascd  from  her  obligation  to 
supnly  beyond  Winchelsca  to  Camber  Sands,  except  on 
terms  of  at  least  equal  advantage  to  t^^is  District, 

In  the  western  part  of  the  District,  the  Heath- 
field  Company  has  completed  tho  main  requisitioned 
by  the  Council  from  Burwash  Common  to  Witherondon  Hill 
(with  branch  to  Valenciennes),  and  is  embarking  on 
a small  extension  at  Bodiam, 

In  the  south-west,  negotiations  are  in  active 
progress  for  a supply  by  the  Bexliill  Corporation  for 
Ashburnham,  Dallington  and  possibly  Brightling, 

The  supply  at  Netherfiold  from  Battle  is  nearing 
completion,  and  an  extension  to  ’Vhatlington  is  proposed 
for  1949;  but  this  sets  the  limit  to  the  capacities 
of  the  Battle  water  supply,  until  reinforced  from 
Hastings  sourcos  via  Staplecross, 

Accordingly  it  is  hoped  that  in  1949  a start  may 
be  made  on  mains  by  Bexhill  in  Ashburnham;  by  Battle 
in  Whatlington;  and  by  Hastings  in  Westfield  and  to 
Guestling  Groon  via  iJ'riars  Hiil  (with  extensions 
possibly  to  Pott  Village  a.nd  tho  R'alrlight  Church 
area  via  Peter  James  Lane,) " 
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STAFFING  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DSPARTIIENT. 


The  staffing  of  the  Public  Heol  th  Department  has  been 
the  subject  of  a special  report  made  to  the  Council  in  the  Spring 
of  1948,  after  I had  studied  for  almost  a year  the  arrangements 
which  I found  when  I took  office. 

It  v/as  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  the  Deputy  Surveyor 
and  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  V'E  Ramsden,  Later  on,  when  the 
Surveyor  and  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  was  further  appointed  Town 
Planning  Officer  a supplementary  report  was  made. 

In  considering  a Public  Health  Department  for  ancorea 
certain  .axioms  may  well  bo  borne  in  mind: - 

(1)  Tliat  as  the  Council  is  first  and  foremost  a 
Sanitary  Authority  it  should  have  a Public  Health 
Department,  that  being  its  most  important  function, 

(2)  That  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  Clerical  Staff  and  any  others  should 
be  included  in  the  Department, 

(5)  That  as  the  Sanitary  Inspect‘.>rs  ’ v/ork  is  under 
the  general  direction  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  that  Officer  should  be  the  Hoad  of  the 
Department, 

In  many  small  Local  Government  areas  there  is  insufficient 
work  to  keep  one  Sanitary  Inspector  employed  whole- time,  and  it 
is  therfore  sometimes  economical  to  have  a Surveyor-Sanitary 
Inspector,  but  in  an  area  of  the  size  and  population  of  Battle 
Rural  District  presenting  so  many  and  so  diverse  problems,  and 
moreover,  so  baclward  in  its  so.nitary  development,  not  only  one 
but  three  or  four  sanitary  inspectors  can  be  employed  v;hole-time, 
and  their  attention  should  in  no  wise  be  diverted  into  other 
channels  by  holding  other  offices.  If  by  any  chance  any  of  them 
do  hold  other  offices,  an  attempt  should  definitely  be  made  to 
divide  their  time  and  they  should  have  separate  staffs  for  their 
separate  offices. 

It  is  true  that  the  work  of  a Public  ^oalth  Department 
touches  at  times  on  the  v^ork  of  the  Town  Planning  Department, 
the  Surveyor’s  Department,  and  the  Works  Engineer’s  and  the  Housing 
Departments,  but  this  could  never  be  a reason  for  placing  all 
these  Departments  under  one  Officer,  for  in  very  truth  the  ”.Jack- 
of-all-Trades " is  frequently  master  of  none. 

The  closest  co-operation  can  exist  without  any  such  merging 
of  identity,  otherv/ise  one  might  add  the  functions  of  the  Clerk 
and  the  Treasurer  and  produce  a Local  Government  "Admirable  Crichton" 
who  could  do  everything. 

The  departmental  system  which  has  grown  up  to  be  an 
essential  part  of  our  Local  Government  structure  permits  each  Chief 
Officer  to  take  full  responsibility  for  what  happens  in  his  ovm 
department  and  to  devote  his  entire  energy  to  the  work  of  his 
department  and  to  leave  his  colleagues  to  do  likevrise.  Depart- 
mental responsibility  plus  co-operation  lead  to  efficiency. 
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Staffing:  of  Public  Health  Dopartmont.  continued^ 

^’nion  one  turns  to  the  clerical  staff  one  has  got  to  forgot 
the  old  idea  that  such  staff  exists  merely  to  write  letters  and 
keep  files.  Clerical  staffs  are  now  adequately  and  respectably, 
paid,  which  was  not  always  the  case,  and  they  are  prepared  and 
should  be  able  to  take  greater  responsibility.  In  a small  area 
much  interviewing  must  fall  especially  on  the  senior  members  of 
the  clerical  staff,  Tlioir  function  today  is  that  of  clerical 
colloagues  of  the  Head  of  the  Department,  without  whose  assistance 
he  would  bo  hard  put  to  function. 

It  should  bo  the  aim  of  a Chief  Officer  to  make  his 
clorica  1 staff  shafors  of  his  confidence  and  to  obtain  all  their 
devotion  and  enthusiasm  for  the  work  of  his  Department,  Especially 
is  this  so  in  a Public  Health  Department,  boc.ause  for  the  cause 
of  public  health  and  the  botterinent  and  welfo.ro  of  the  people 
of  an  area  there  is  in  many  people  a fund  of  idealism  and  keenness, 

A departmental  officer  has, to  my  mind,  failed  if  he  cannot  arouse  this 
enthusiasm  in  his  staff. 

It  folloT's  from  this  that  the  clerical  staff  cannot  really 
be  successfully  pooled  or  merged  in  a joint  department.  Hot  only 
can  few  peopl.o  servo  two  masters  but  fewer  still  can  follow  at  the 
same  tine  tvro  sots  of  ideals.  It  v/ould  be  like  trying  simultaneously 
to  be  a faithful  practitioner  of  two  religions. 

Both  from  the  practical  and  theoretical  points  of  view 
I hold  that  a Health  Department  can  not  join  with  n.ny  other 
department  nor  can  its  clerical  staff  come  under  the  dii'oction 
of  an  officer  v/iiose  function  is  outside  Public  Health, 

Very  lamentably  the  above  premisses,  which  seem  so  obvious 
to  m.e,  are  by  no  means  subscribed  to  by  the  Council,  who  have 
for  many  yoars  before  my  taking  up  office  organised  a joint  Surveyor’s 
and  Public  Health  Department,  in  which  the  Surveyor  who  is  also 
the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  is  considered  to  be  the  Head  of  the 
Departiiient  and  the  Head  of  the  Clerical  office,  and  the  Medical 
Officer  is  regarded  as  an  ou.tsido  person  with  no  clerical  staff 
under  his  jurisdiction,  and  not  recor-nisod  by  the  Council  to  be 
the  Head  of  the  Public  Health  Departmont  at  all. 

In  saying  this,  I wish  to  make  it  clear  that  I am  not 
complaining  of  any  lack  of  courtesy  or  respect  from  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  or  Clerical  Staff,  It  is  the  Council’s  view  of  the 
Organisation  which  is  completely  opposite  to  mine.  In  my  view 
the  effective  discharge  of  the  office  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
is  impossible  when  its  holder  is  deprived  of  any  authority  within 
the  Department  and  has  no  clerical  staff  responsible  to  him  solely, 

x\s  most  of  a Medical  Officer's  duties  are  laid  down  by 
Act  of  Parliament  or  Orders  made  under  them,  or  by  Ministerial 
Circulars  and  from  the  practice  which  lias  grovm  up  among  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  rather  than  from  formal  instructions  from  his 
Council,  a Medical  Officer  differs  from  many  other  Chief  Officers 
in  that  ho  could,  to  a largo  extent  fulfil  his  functions  without 
the  confidence  or  co-operation  of  his  employing  authority.  That 
v/ould  be  an  unhappy  situation  but  not  necessarily  an  inefficient 
one.  But  when  an  employing  authority  in  addition  contests  his 
authority  and  denies  him  disciplinary  jurisdiction  over  his 
clerical  staff,  they  threaten  his  efficiency  and  invite  comment 
on  their  own. 
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All  these  matters  have  been  fully  laid  before  the 
appropriate  Committees  of  the  Council  and  they  have  unhappily 
failed  to  result  in  a modus  vivondi. 

They  have  resulted  in  an  impasse,  and  I have  therefore 
decided  that  it  vrould  not  be  in  the  interests  of  the  people  of 
this  area  for  me  to  continue  to  hold  office  while  I feel  that 
the  Council’s  policy  prevents  me  doing  so  efficiently,  and  I 
have  therefore  secured  an  appointment  in  another  part  of  the 
country  and  tendered  my  resignation  to  take  place  early  in  1949, 

But  I am  perfectly  certain  that  unless  the  Council  sots  its 
house  in  order  and  adopts  the  departmental  structure  favoured 
by  more  progressive  Authorities  this  situation  will  inevitably 
occur  again  with  prejudice  to  the  public  health  of  the  area. 

It  is  my  intention,  prior  to  laying  down  office,  to 
present  the  Council  with  a final  report  on  these  matters* 

Wo  are  living  in  days  when  the  relationship  between  the 
happiness  of  staff  and  their  contentment  with  their  Jobs  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  efficiency  of  the  Department  on  the  other, 
are  better  appreciated  than  of  yore.  The  practice  v/huroby 
matters  affecting  appointments,  salaries  and  allowances  of  the 
staff  of  a Public  Health  Department  are  discussed  in  a Staffing 
Committee,  generally  in  the  absence  of  and  sometimes  without 
consultation  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector,  is  therefore  to  be  deplored.  The  Committee 
is  perfectly  within  its  rights  to  discuss  any  matters  in  camera 
but  the  practice  does  not  make  for  confidence  among  the  employees , 
Th.o  staff  of  a department  expect  their  Chief  to  bo  present  to 
to  represent  their  peculiar  point  of  view  as  h^  is  in  a position 
intimatoly  to  understand  thv./ir  vrork  and.  the  conditions  under  ■ 
v/hich  they  perform  it.  Decisions  taken  in  his  absence  often 
load  to  a suspicion  that  their  point  of  viiew  has  neither  been 
presented  nor  appreciated.  Further,  the  practice  of  holding 
the  discussions  in  the  absence  of  the  Chief  Officer  means  that 
his  comments  and  advice  on  the  many  points  v/hich  may  arise  are 
not  available. 

More  than  ever  is  it  necessary,  in  view  of  the  growing 
complexity  of  Local  Government,  and  especially  of  Public  Health 
work,  that  the  Council  and  Officers  should  work  with  each  other 
on  t'erms  of  full  confidence,  and  that  if  Committees  are  not 
prepared  to  extend  that  confidence  to  their  Officers  they  should 
get  othor  Officers, 

Rural  District  Local  Government  and  the  continuance  of 
Rural  County  Districts  as  Sanitary  Authoritios  may  well  be  regarded 
as  in  the  melting  pot,  and  any  antiquated.Aprocodure  or  any  lack 
of  confidence  which  tends  to  embarrass  tho..,givinn!:  of  the  best 
work  and  advico  by  Officers  to  a Committee '"’and  of  the  fullest 
openness  by  a Committee  to  its  Officers  should  be  eliminated. 

Rural  Sanitary  Districts  must  aim  at  the  highest  and 
most  exemplary  efficiency  o.s  otherwise  my  prognostication  is 
that  Sanitary  pov/ers  will  follov/  other  powers  by  being  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  larger  Authoritios  and  that  Rural  County 
District  Councils  will  be  reduced  to  more  agents. 


21 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

CHIEE  SANITARY  I^PSPECTOR 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 


1948. 


Mr.  Chaiiman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  report  on  the  work  of 
my  Department  for  the  year  ended  51st  December,  1948. 

In  consequence  of  the  resignation  of  Mr,  W.  Rams  den  on 
31st  March,  Mr,  Dunford  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  Deputy 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  Mr,  D,  Coppervdieat  was  appointed 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  and  commenced  duties  on  1st  August. 

All  members  of  ray  staff  were  very  grateful  ^vhen  on  1st  July 
the  ''free  limit"  for  building  work  was  increased  from  £10,0.  Od, 
to  £100.0.0d.,  as  the  delegation  of  Civil  Building  Licencing 
had  imposed  an  almost  intolerable  burden  upon  the  staff,  Botv/een 
the  1st  of  January  and  the  31st  June  no  less  than  263  inspections 
were  made  in  connection  with  licence  applications.  Such  work 
necessarily  involved  a good  deal  of  travelling  and  the  diversion 
of  staff  from  other  important  duties.  Between  the  1st  July  and 
the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  such  visits  dropped ' to  5-6., 

Sloi/7  progress  continues  to  be  made  with  the  remnants  of 
the  Rural  Housing  Survey  which  is  now  approaching  completion. 

The  special  drive  in  connection  with  catering  establishments 
is  being  actively  continued  but  final  comments  on  the  results 
must  be  deferred  until  its  completion. 

The  outstanding  needs  of  the  District  still  continue  to  be 
the  provision  of  adequate  piped  vrater  supplies  and  the  sewerage 
of  the  larger  centres  of  population. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  offered  to  all  members  of  the  staff 
for  their  unfailing  co-operation  and  loyalty,  without  which  the 
prevailing  harmony  of  the  Department  could  not  have  been 
maintained.  I would  also  thank  all  colleagues  in  other 
Departm.ents  for  their  valuable  assistance  which  has  always  been 
available  when  required, 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Public  Health  Department, 
The  Watch  Oak, 

BATTLE . 


31st  December,  1948 


A. 


4 
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ANALYSIS  OF  INSPECTIONS  DURING  19U8« 

Drair.'S  and  Sanitary  Accommodation ••  ....  728 

Water  Supply  ..  ....  312 

Milk  and  Dairies  ,,  3I4.I 

Euilding  Inspections  including  Building  Licences  ..  ..  7kk 

Hop  Pickers'  Dv/ellings  ..  39 

IiiPectious  Diseases  54 

Salvage  7 

Public  Cleansing  Service  22 

pGousnops  e.  .0  ..  ..  o.  ..  222 

Shops  Act  3 

Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  258 

Requisitioning  ....  155 

Moveable  Dwellings  ....  309 

Sev^sr-ags  and  Sewage  Disposal  110 

Nuisances  70 

Factories  and  Workshops  ••  7 

Schools  7 

Miscellaneous  ....  I53 

Housing  Survey  ..  ..  .•  207 

Infesbation  Order  ..1927 
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NOTICES  SERVED  UND^R  TPIS  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS, 

Niiin’oer  of  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  1947  125 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  during  1948  177 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with 

during  1948.  Ill 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  outstanding  at 

end  of  1948,  191 

f 

■''■umber  of  Statutory  Notices  outstanding  at 

end  of  1947.  3 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  during  1948.  6 

Number  of  Statutory  ’■''otices  complied  with 

during  1948,  5 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  outstanding  at 

end  of  1948,  4 

ACTION  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACT,  1936, 

I>vellinghouses  represented  under  Section  11.  3 

Demolition  Orders  made.  2 

Undertakings  to  repair 


Undertakings  not  to  let 
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FACTORIES  ARD  ^'^ORISHOPS. 


No  routine  inspections  of  factories  or  workshops  were  made 
during  the  year,  the  work  under  this  heading  being  confined  to 
dealing  with  Notices  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories, 
chiefly  in  relation  to  sanitary  accommodation. 


Number  of  Notices  outstanding  olst  December,  1947.  2 
Rujaber  of  ’''Otices  served  during  1948.  1 
Number  of  ’.■otices  complied  with  2 
Number  of  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  1948.  1 


housing , 

Fairal  Housing  Survey. 

'hiis  is  now  in  its  closing  stages,  though  in  the  absence 
o^.  the  full  time  assistant  previously  employed  progress  has  been 
slower. 

As  shown  in  the  table  on  Page  25  the  number  of  houses 
found  Vv'hich  cannot  be  made  fit  for  habitation  at  a reasonable  cost 
already  totals  913. 


This  number  is  high  for  several  reasons  and  in  one  respect 
the  result  is  artificial.  The  basic  factors  "Pnich  determine 
reasonable  cost  are  rent  and  the  value  of  the  house  when  repaired. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  of  the  poorer  kind  is  low 
indeed  and  so  are  the  rents.  Many  cottages  let  at  4/6d  to  6/- 
por  week  are  without  any  drainage  and  have  unfit  or  inadequate 
water  supplies,  Ihe  cost  of  providing  these  Wo  items  alone  is 
"unreasonable''  and  many  additional  repairs  are  needed.  Cottages 
are  often  from  one  hundred  to  two  hundred  years  old,  without  damp 
proof  courses,  ill-lit  and  badly  ventilated  by  low  windows,  and 
having  damp  brick  floors.  Staircases  are  often  inconvenient  to 
the  point  of  being  dangerous.  Nothing  short  of  reconstruction 
can  ma^ie  such  houses  fit. 

Other  houses  may  have  a sound  shell  and  reasonable  lighting 
and  ventilation  but  still  require  far  more  repairs  than  can  bo 
done  on  4/od  per  v/eek.  Such  houses  must  be  placed  in  Category 
5 and  their  numbers  make  the  total  high,  so  as  to  bo  misleading. 

Rents  are  controlled.  Repair  costs  are  250^  higher  than 
before  the  war. 

In  sharp  contrast  the  inclusive  rents  of  now  Council  Houses 
are  2S/-  to  28/-  weekly.  Tenants  of  unfit  houses  are  already 
saying  that  they  would  prefer  to  stay  in  them  then  pay  rents  which 
they  are  unable  to  afford. 

It  is  not  for  mo  to  suggest  alterations  in  Rent  Control 
but  when  the  sam.o  house  is  worth  £150  tenanted  and  £800  empty 
an  element  of  unreality  must  enter  all  calculations  of  "reasonable 
cost".  An  alternative  to  alterations  in  Rent  Control  might  be 
to  subsidise  repairs  in  special  cases,  or  to  combine  both  methods. 


! I, 


till 

A 


*4 

t: 


V 


25 


Parish 

I 

Catogoi 

II 

III 

V 

Total 

AnliourDhai'i 

- 

4 

8 

75 

87 

Bav.ilG 

45 

144 

222 

60 

471 

SecIU.oy 

38 

77 

66 

55 

236 

Bodl  cap 

26 

16 

16 

11 

69 

Brc  do 

48 

133 

89 

23 

293 

Bright ling 

1 

9 

27 

48 

85 

Broomhill 

- 

198 

52 

35 

285 

3ur\«rash 

57 

111 

109 

44 

321 

Catsf 1 old 

18 

32 

91 

20 

161 

Crowhurs  t 

20 

17 

41 

7 

85 

Dal ling  bon 

4 

25 

10 

27 

66 

East  Guldcxcrd 

- 

5 

'15 

5 

25 

Etchinghara 

20 

37 

48 

29 

134 

'>rhurst 

43 

55 

45 

47 

190 

Fair light 

35 

75 

25 

2 

137  ■ 

Guos t ling 

13 

74 

80 

15 

182 

IchleslioTii 

53 

125 

233 

42 

453 

I don 

17 

21 

45 

15 

98 

lountfiold 

13 

61 

73 

5 

152 

Horthiarn 

11 

118 

92 

27 

248 

Oro 

2 

23 

e 

- 

33 

Poasraarsh 

55 

48 

42 

36 

181 

Pordiurst 

1 

«• 

3 

5 

9 

Pott 

19 

47 

61 

18 

145 

Playdon 

8 

18 

16 

3 

45 

Rye  Foreign 

7 

11 

14 

18 

50 

i*5alohurst 

5 

52 

110 

40 

207 

Sodlescombo 

20 

53 

56 

. 12 

141 

St.  Thomas  th©  Apostlo 

- 

27 

16 

13 

56 

Ticchurst 

46 

147 

188 

108 

489 

Udimoro 

, 4 

12 

39 

22 

77 

Westfield 

64 

48 

134 

46 

292 

Whatlington 

- 

16 

32 

- 

48 

Totals 

693 

1839 

2106 

913 

5551 

Percontago 

12.5/^ 

33.0:^ 

38 . 0% 

16,5^ 

100^ 

> 
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HQTT31NQ  (Continued). 

'7  Hepairo  and  Rehousln.?y. 

Action  has  mainly  been  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Act, 
and  repair  notices  limited  to  matters  which  can  be  dealt 
will.  C'.nder  this  ilct,  l-^uisance  abatement  orders  were  obtained 
in  tvfo  cases  whore  statutory  notices  were  not  complied  with. 

Howovon.p three  unfit  houses  were  represented  and  two 
do ai o 1 i t i on  orders  made, 

.'Oetails  of  notices  served  and  results  are  contained  in  the 
statistical  sections  of  this  report. 

It  is  hoped  that  with  tho  easing  of  building  restrictions 
?"cpair  notices  may  bo  served  more  freely  and  a little  higher 
standard  required, 

Iho  number  of  represented  houses  is  likely  to  mount  and 
in  tho  absence  of  any  hopes  of  rehousing  the  tenants  for  some 


presents  a special  problem. 

Of  the  153  Demolition  Orders  made  since  tho  formation  of 
the  Council  only  14  remain  outstanding  and  only  9 of  those  date 
from  before  September,  1959.  Out  of  the  14  houses  only  6 are 
occupied  so  there  are  no  large  arrears  of  rehousing  to  carry 
x'orward. 

Of  the  913  houses  in  Category  5 only  a proportion  are  likely 
to  be  actually  demolished  as  a number  of  owners  will  undoubtedly 
undertake  to  repair  them.  None  the  less  there  may  well  be  a 
need  for  a further  150  houses  to  rehouse  persons  from  properties 
subject  to  Demolition  Orders  or  Undertakings  not  to  re-let 
during  the  next  5 years  or  so. 

As  WQ  have  not  yet  even  rehoused  all  the  homeless,  the  task 
ahead  seems  forbidding  unless  the  return  of  private  enterprise 
building  - whenever  that  may  bo  - eases  the  pressure  to  a material 
extent,  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  taxpayer  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  this  relief  will  not  be  overlong  delo.yed. 


DWELLINGS 


During  the  year  dwellings  v.;or0  erected  as  under: - 
evr  Dwell.ings, 


Py  the  Council c , . , 

hy  3odiam  Housing  Association  . 

By  Private  enterprise  under  licence  . , 

By  Private  enterprise  under  subsidy  . . 

By  hessrs.  Guinness  for  Agricultural  Trainees 


146  Permanent 


28 

47 

5 

22 


Conversions  to  D'l'relling  Houses 


9 


Divelling  Houses  in  course  of  erection  51st  December.  1948, 


By  the  Council 
By  Private  enterprise 


. . 23 

• . 64 


ConTersions  to  dwellings  incomplete  at 
51st  December,  1948, 


13 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 


Rov.tina  sampling  of  rav;  o.nd  pasteurised  milk  was  recommenced 
wijii  t,Le  results  tabulated  below; - 


Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory, 

Rd:''j 

70 

15 

Pasteurised  or  Heat 
Treated. 

17 

19 

u-aw  milk  was  tested  by  the  Methylene  blue  tost,  and  pas- 
teurised mill:  by  the  Phosphatase  and  B/Iethylene  blue  tests. 

Tile  large  number  of  unsatisfactory  samples  of  pasteurised 
milk  led  to  much  correspondence  \vith  my  colleague  in  the  Borough 
of  Hastings,  who  pursued  the  matter  keenly  and  with  ultimate 
srccesso  The  milk  industry,  in  cormnon  with  many  others,  has  trouble 
with  its  old  machinery,  and  there  v;ero  bitter  complaints  of  the 
age  of  the  milk  arriving  for  treatment.  In  this  case  now  machinery 
was  e'/entually  installed  and  subsequent  samples  have  been  good. 

Most  of  the  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  retailers  who 
supply  schools-,  Of  the  thirty-one  schools  in  the  District  fifteen 
receive  pasteu.r.isod  milk, 

A furt/her  reason  for  the  concentration  on  retailers  was  the 
avoidance  of  any  appearance  of  duplicating  the  work  of  the  National 
Milk  Testing  Scheme, 

Wh'-tcver  the  good  intentions  behind  this  scheme  the  sanitary 
inspectors  have  frequently  noticed  a marked  complacency  on  the 
pari  of  fanners  who  have  somehow  produced  a series  of  "satisfactory" 
samples  with  very  little  regard  for  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  & 
Dairies  Order.  When  tackled  about  the  breaches  of  the  Order  they 
produce  their  "good  records"  with  an  air  of  triumph  - which  is 
perfectly  natural. 

In  the  absence  of  any  standard  for  rav/  milk,  sampling  for 
bacteria],  cleanliness  must  continue  to  be  of  limited  value,  and 
I suspect  that  the  failure  to  make  such  a standard  a legal  one 
is  due,  in  part,  at  least,  to  misgivings  as  to  the  reliability  of 
existing  tests. 

Premises ,, 


Tne  way  is  hard  for  a new  producer  of  milk  o.nd  thoro  is  much 
justifiable  resentment  at  the  number  of  officers  dealing  with  the 
subjectp  The  producer  must  first  make  a contact  with  the  Milk 
Marketing  Board,  then  register  with  the  Local  Authority,  IVhilst 
producing  he  may  be  visited  for  the  same  reason  by  the  Dairy 
Advisory  Officer  of  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee,  and  by 
the  Sanitary  Inopootor,  If  he  wishes  to  produce  graded  milk  he 
must  call  in  the  County  Health  Inspector, 

Muen  c-o-operation  which  would  be  given  gladly  to  one  officer 
is  lost  among  many,  and  goodwill  passes  through  frustration  to 
hoc  tl  l i ty., 

In  spite  of  this  state  of  affairs,  complicated  by  building 
restrictions,  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  record  that  plans  for 


Kl 


■f, 
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Mir'  & Dnirles , continued, 

no  loss  than  twenty- three  ne-'v  cowsheds  \-;ero  submitted  during  the 
year.  Five  others  vrgve  extensively  altered  so  as  to  involve  the 
submission  of  plans,  and  eight  now  dairies  (distinct  from  dairies 
attached  to  the  new  cowsheds)  yroro  also  built. 

In  addition  seven  cowsheds  and  dairies  wore  structurally 
improved  as  the  result  of  informal  action  by  the  sanitary  inspectors. 
Still  further  alterations  were  carried  out  at  numerous  premises  in 
the  District  where  applications  were  made  for  graded  milk  licences. 

The  many  newcomers  and  "old  hands"  too,  seem  at  last  to  be 
accepting  modern  standards  of  accommodation,  and  each  month  plans 
are  received  for  some  fine  now  buildings. 

The  number  of  producers  of  graded  milk  in  the  area  is  now 
eighty-four,  seventeen  of  these  being  producers  registered  for  the 
firjit  time  in  1948,  Registered  dairy  farms  total  5^8  and  during 
the  year  thirty-five  new  producers  wore  registered. 

Advantage  was  taken  of  all  changes  in  registration  to 
secure  improvements » 


INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  POODS,  • 


All  animals  to  bo  slaughtered  for  sale  for  human  consump- 
tion are  still  sent  to  the  central  slaughter-house  in  Hastings, 
and  meat  inspection  has  been  limited  to  visits  to  butchers'  shops. 
These  visits  have  usually  been  made  at  the  request  of  the  butcher 
v/ho  has  found  some  diseased  condition  in  cutting  up  imported  moat. 


An  account  of  food  lound  unfit  for  human  consumption  is 


given  belov;:- 


76i 

lbs , 

Beef 

■-  4 

lbs . 

Kidney  & fat 

25 

lbs. 

Bacon 

44 

tins 

Milk 

12 

tins 

Soup 

40 

pkts . 

Soup 

8 

tins 

Sardines 

27 

tins 

Fish 

1 

tin 

Fish  spread 

13 

tins 

Stewed  steak 

14 

tins 

Stew 

2 

tins 

Bacon 

4 

tins 

Meat  loaf 

2 

tins 

Corned  beef 

6 

tins 

Sausage  meat 

1 

tin 

Meat  extract 

5 

jars 

Hors  d' curves 

13 

lbs . 

Butter 

8 

tins 

Meat  paste 

15 

tins 

Baked  beans 

2 

. tins 

Peas 

1 

tin 

Beetroot 

2 

tins 

Carrots 

A 

‘± 

tins 

Parsnips 

1 

tin 

Potatoes 

1 tin  Tomatoes 
14  tins  Friut 

2 tins  Spagotti 
117  tins  Apricot  pulp 

25  jars  Stuffed  olives 
43  jars  Pickles 

2 jars  Marmalade 
6 jars  Jam 

93  lbs.  Cheese 
1 box  Cheese 
S-f  lbs.  Cooking  fat 
24  pkts.  Pudding  mixture 

3 tins  Sponge  puddings 
8|-  lbs.  Chocolate 

20  lbs.  Sweets, 


If 
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SURVEY  OF  GAT~]KING  SSTABLISHir'I.NTS . 

This  survey  vras  undertaken  at  a difx'icult  time,  hut  at 
the  request  of  the  Medical  Officer  it  was  given  priority  over 
other  routine  work. 

As  an  initial  stop,  lists  of  catering  premises  were 
chocked  with  the  Food  Szocutive  Officer,  and  cafes,  tearooms, 
hotels  and  public  houses  in  the  District  vroro  chosen  to  receive 
attention  first,  since  these  are  the  more  likely  to  be  involved 
i:i.i  any  outbroa]?:s  of  food  poisoning,  Pbr  the  time  being  i?otail 
shops  were  not  included. 

An  introductory  letter  was  sent  by  the  Medical  Officer 
in  advance  of  inspections  and  ho  also  undertook  porsonnlly  the 
inspection  of  catering  arrangements  in  private  schools,  vrliich 
are  not  normally  visited  as  are  other  schools. 

Tlie  survey  was  not  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year  but 
118  promises  w.jre  visited,  and  it  is  possible  to  form  a good 
picture  of  the  general  position, 

T?;io  general  G,tandard  of  cleanliness  was  surprisingly  good 
and  there  is  a substantial  number  of  good  class  cafes  and  tea- 
rooms provided  with  adequate  facilities  of  all  kinds. 

The  absence  of  a piped  water  supply  in  parts  of  the  District 
is  a bad  feature  and  fifty-two  out  of  the  118  premises  visited 
vfore  without  this  virtual  necessity.  There  are  a fow  premises 
whore  conditions  are  very  poor.  On  the  whole,  there  was  evidence 
of  a desire  to '..do  the  best  for  the  public  and  it  must  be  admitted 
that  shortages  of  staff  and  materials  make  life  difficult,  even 
for  food  tradoi's '^7ho  do  their  best.  Most  traders  agree  that 
inspections  - of  other  people’s  premises  are  necessary. 

Sotting  aside  the  question  of  ordinary  cleanliness  it 
cannot  bo  said  that  their  is  any  general  appreciation  of  the 
need  for  personal  hygiene,  I doubt  v/hether  hand-washing  after 
visits  to  the  toilet  is  a regular  practice  with  oven  a small 
proportion  of  catering  staffs,  and  I am  certain  that  the  special 
need  for  it  is  not  understood. 

The  metal  '^Vasli  Nov/*’  notices  circulated  by  the  Hotels 
and  Caterers  Association  v/ero  not  often  seen,  and  when  found  v/ore 
usually  in  the  best  kind  of  premises  v/hero  the  exhortation  is 
least  necessary. 

Ignorance  is  clearly  the  greatest  obstacle  and  the  most 
difficult  to  remove.  Workers  are  so  frequently  subjected  to 
propaganda  of  all  kinds  that  they  are  slov;  to  react. 

Most  of  the  rural  schools  in  v/hich  thoy  v/ore  taught  have 
the  poorest  facilititos  for  v/ashing  and  even  the  keenest  of  over- 
worked teachers  v/ould  find  it  hard  to  train  children  in  good  habits, 

Y'!q  can  easily  securo  the  provision  of  the  necessary  v/ashing 
facilities  but  only  the  worker  can  ensure  that  they  are  used. 

Thus  nov/  schools  and  bettor  education  are  the  best  hope 
for  the  future:  moanv/hile,  v/o  are  trying  by  supervision  and  tact- 

ful instruction,  to  make  up  for  the  omissions  of  tho  past, 

Tno  v/ashing  of  glasses  in  public  houses  v/as  found  to  . 
consist,  in  most  cases,  of  a rinse  in  a bov/1  of  cold  v/ator.  The 
frequency  of  changing  this  water  depends  entirely  on  tho  cleanli- 
ness of  the  staff. 
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SURW.y  OJ  CATERING  SSTA3LIS.m.iSriTS  (Continued). 

Tae  most  practical  motliod  of  cleansing  is  undoubtedly  a 
thorough  rinse  in  v/ater  containing  a detergent  and  sterilizing 
o.gont,  of  vrhich  several  are  available*  liiio  method  is 
pieforable  to  one  involving  the  use  of  cloths. 

Out  of  53  public  houses  visited  only  17  ''mre  using  a 
special  sterilising  substance.  'There  was  much  to  be  said  for 
the  old  custom  of  every  man  using  his  own  pewter  tankard. 

A summary  of  the  results  of  this  survey  will  be  published 
in  next  year's  report. 

A talk  given  by  one  of  the  sanitary  inspectors  to  one  of 
our  women's  organisations  showed  that  they  are  keenly  interested. 
Most  of'  their  critisisms,  however,  \vore  directed  at  the  handling 
of  food  in  retail  shops,  vjhich  wore  not  included  in  the  first 
smage  of  the  survey. 

Cat  erf  i-gr  J ,i  c enoos  * 

Once  again  I am  pleased  to  record  the  co-operation  of  the 
?ood  Executive  Cfficer  in  notifying  me  of  all  applications  for 
new  catering  licences. 

Tlio  advantage  of  securing  compliance  with  the  Section  13 
of  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  in  advance  are  groat. 

Wherever  premises  have  been  found  unsuitable,  licences 
have  been  refused. 


ICS  CREAM. 


There  are  now  35  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of 
ice  cream,  of  which  16  sell  only  the  wrapped  product. 

No  registered  retailers  in  the  district  make  their  own 
ice  cream.  All  import  it  wrapped  or  in  bulk  from  la.rge 
manufacturers  in  Hastings. 

In  the  coastal  areas  where  the  water  suppl^'  position 
is  serious  almost  the  whole  of  the  ice  cream  sold  is  wrapped. 

There  was  no  infection  of  any  sort  attributable  to  ice 
cream  during  the  year. 
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WAT^R  SUPPLY, 

'liioro  aro  v/ithin  tlio  District 


S t a t u t o r y On  do  r t ak  i n fi;  s , 

Battle  Rural  District  Council. 

Ha s tings  C o rp or a t i on . 

Hoathfiold  and  District 
Water  Company , 

C r anD r o ok  and  Di s t r i c t 
Water  Company, 

Bexl'iill  Corporation. 


five  Statutory  Undertakings : - 

Parishes  supplied. 

Battle,  Crowhurst,  Playden, 
part  Ickleshara  (''^inchelsea 
and  Rye  Harbour) . 

Part  ’’hstfiold  and  part  Ore, 

Ticehurst,  Bun^rash,  Btchingham, 
S a ].  ehu r s t and  B o di  am , 

Northiarn. 

Catsxield. 


Copies  of  typical  analyses  are  appended*. - 


The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories, 
66,  Victoria  Street, 

12th  P^ebruary,  1948.  LO'  DON  S.w.i. 

Ref.  C/VLi/95. 


Report  on  the  bacteriological  examination  of  a sample  of  water 
received  6/2/48  from  battle  Rural  District  Council,  labelled 
Tap  in  Scullery,  Watenvorks  Cottage,  (Tap  flashed)  Battle 
Watorv^orks,  Pov/dermill  Lane,  Battle,  Date  4/2/48  2,40  p,ra. 

Taken  oy  J.  Parsons.  ’'^itness  J.  Mepham.  Signed  G.A.  Bramley, 

(Sampling  bottles  are  treated  to  remove  free  chlorine  if  this  is 

present  at  the  time  of  samoling) . 


1 day  at  37"^ 

Humber  of  Colonies 
developing  on  Agar 
per  cc.  or  ml.  in.  3 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction, 

Bact.  coli. 

Cl.  welchii  Reaction. 


C 2 days  at  37^C  3 days  at  20° C. 


10  8 


X Present 

in 

100 

ml .Absent 

from 

50  ml 

Present 

in 

- 

Absent 

from 

100ml 

Present 

in 

100 

ml  .Absent 

from 

10  ml 

5t  P’alse  presuiaptive  reaction  due  to  sporing  organisms, 

Tliis  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and  of 
very  satisfactory  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  consistent  with  a pure  and  wholesome 
water  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes, 

(Sgd).  GORDON  MILES 

for  COUNTIES  PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORIES, 


52 


VIATER  SUPPLY  (Continued). 


The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories, 
(Thresh,  3eale  & Suckling), 

66,  Victoria  Street, 

Ref.  C/EE/15.  LONDON  S.w.i. 


Report  on  the  bacteriological  examination  of  a sample  of  water 
received  o/6/48  from  Battle  Rural  District  Council  labelled 
Tap  in  Scullery,  ^■''aterwort'S  Cotts,  ’'hnchelsea  ^’'^ater’.vorks . 

Date  2/6/48.  12  noon. 

Taken  by  E,D.  Bailey.  ^''htness  Mrs.  Parsons.  Signed  G.A.Bramley. 

(Sampling  bottles  are  treated  to  remove  free  chlorine  if  this  is 

present  at  the  time  of  sampling). 


1 day  at  37°  C.  2 days  at  37°  C.  3 days  at  20°  C. 

Number  of  colonies 
developing  on  Agar 

per  CG.  or  ml,  in,  00  1 


Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction.  Present  in 
Bact,  Coli.  Present  in 
Cl,  welchii  Reaction.  Present  in 


Absent  from  100  ml. 
Absent  from  100  ml. 
Absent  from  100  ml. 


This  is  a very  satisfactory  sample.  Il  is  clear  and 
bright  in  appearance  and  of  the  highest  standard  of  bacterial 
purity,  indicative  of  a pure  and  vrholesome  water  suitable  for 
drinking  and  domestic  purposes, 

(Sgd).  GORDON  MILES. 

for  THE  COUNTIES  PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORIES. 


The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories, 
66,  Victoria  Street, 

LO'^DON  SN’M, 

Report  on  the  bacteriological  examination  of  a sample  of  water 
received  26/11/48  from  County  Borough  of  Hastings  labelled 
Tap  on  Baldslow  Main,  "ewgate  Reservoir,  Date  25/ll/48  11  a.ra. 

Taken  by  D.  J.  V'alker.  ”'htness  Ac  Simmonds.  S)lgnod  D,J,  ’'talker, 

(Sampling  bottles  are  treated  to  remove  free  chlc'^ine  if  this 

is  present  at  the  time  of  sampling). 

1 day  at  37°  G.  2 days  at  37°  C,  3 days  at  20®  C, 


]!umber  of  colonies 
developing  on  Agar 
per  cc.  or  ml.  in,  2 

7 

3 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction 

Present 

in  - 

Absent  from  100 

ml. 

Bact,  Coli, 

Present 

in  - 

Absent  fsiom...  100 

ml. 

Cl,  ^’^elchii  Reaction 

Present 

in  - 

Absent  from  100 

ml. 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and  is 
of  a high  standard  of  bacterial  purity, 

Tliese  results  are  indicative  of  a water  which  is 
wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes, 

(Sgd).  GORDON  MILES. 

for  THE  COUNTIES  PUBLIC  liEALTH  LABORATORIES. 


30th  November,  1948 
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SUPPLY  (Continued) . 


Re; 


: T,r 

x'.i  e -I'A  < 


5168. 


The  Analytical  Laboratory, 
’■■'h'aysbury , 

Oifhara  Road, 

Levies , 


Report  upon  c.  sample  oT  v/ator  for\';ardod  by  the 
o;  District  'Vator  Company,  High  Street,  Burwash,  on  the 
Hovomber,  1948. 


Sample  labelled. 


Heathfiold  & District  Water  Company, 


?:eathf  ield 
8 th 


On  arrival  the  sample  had  the  follo\7ing  characteristics 
and  gave  the  appended  results  on  examination  for  organisnis  of 
the  Coli  Group. 

Colour  Hone 

Smell  None 

■So  dimon  t H one . 

Probable  number  of  Coli-Aerogenos  organisms  in  100  ml. 
of  the  original  water 0 

Report . 

The  results  of  the  coli  test  are  satisfactory. 


12th  November,  1948. 


(gd).  R.B'.  WRIGHT. 

Public  Analyst, 


The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories, 
66,  Victoria  Street, 

Ref.  C/NP/76.  LONDON  S.W.l. 

Report  on  the  bacteriological  extimination  of  a sample  of  viator 
received  24/9/4-8  from  Cranbrook  District  Water  Company,  labelled 
'Tap  over  sink  at  Tne  Oast  House,  Curtis  den  Green,  Goudliurst 
Date  23/9/48.  11,50  a.m. 

Taken  by  C,A.  Alsford.  Witness  Hrs , Church.  Sig’-'^d  D.I.Iurton-Meal , 

(Sampling  bottles  are  treated  to  remove  free  chlorine  if  this  is 

present  at  the  time  of  sampling) , 

1 day  at  37°  C.  2 days  at  37°  C.  3 days  at  20°  C, 
Number  of  colonies 
developing  on  Agar 


per  cc.  or  ml.  in. 

0 

0 

0 

Pr^jsumptive  Coliform  I 

H'action  Present 

in  - Absent 

from 

100 

ml 

Bact.  coli. 

Present 

in  - Absent 

from 

o 

o 

I — 1 

ml 

Cl.  TTclchii  Reaction 

Present 

in  - Absent 

from 

100 

ml 

Tiis  is  a very  satisfactory  sample.  It  is  clear  and 
bright  in  appearance  and  of  the  highest  standard  of  bacterial 
purity  indicative  of  a pure  o.nd  wholesome  water  suitable  for 
drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

(Sgd).  GORDON  HILTS. 

for  'THE  COLw^TIES  PTTBLIC  HEALTH 

LABORATORIES. 


28th  September,  1948, 
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^^.^ATER  SUPPLY  (Continued) . 


Rof,  C/RR/17. 


Tlie  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories, 
66,  Victoria  Street, 

LONDON  S.W.l, 


Anal^'Sis  of  a sample  of  water  received  on  23rd  July,  1948,  from 
Borough  of  Bexhill. 

Labelled  Supply  into  High  Level  zone. 

Date  23/7/48.  10.5  a.m. 

Taken  by  J.  Twigge.  Witness  C.E.  Lockley.  Signed  C,E.  Lockloy. 

Chemical  Results  in  Parts  Per  100,000. 

Appearance  Bright,  with  a very  slight  flocculent  deposit  of 
iron  oxide. 

Turbidity  (Silica  Scale)  Loss  than;  5 


Colour  Nil 
Ps action  pH  7.4 
Electric  Conductivity  at 

20OC,  380 


Odour  Nil 
Free  Carbon  Dioxide.  6 
Total  Solids,  dried  at  180OC.255 


Chlorine  i 

n Chlorides 

i 40 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium 

Carbonate 

110 

Hardness : 

Total  115. 

Carbonate 

^ ■""on- carbonate . 

Temporary  110  Permanent 

5 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

Absent 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites 

Absent 

Free  /mimohia 

0.000 

ximmoniacal  Nitrogen 

Albuminoid 

ilmmonia 

0.000 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

Oxygen  Abs 

orbed  in  4 
at  27*^  C, 

hrs 

0.05 

Residual  Chlorine 

Absent 

Metals 

Iron 

0.25 

Other  metals  absent. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS, 

Number  of 

Bacteria 

at  37°  C, 

2 days  at  37°  C,  S days 

at 

20°  C 

growing  on 
cc.  or  ml. 

x\gar  per 
in 

1 

1 

2 

Prosiimptive  Coliform 

Reaction 

Present  Absent 

100 

ml. 

Bact,  coli 

• 

Present  xlbsent 

100 

ml. 

Cl.  we 1 chi 

i Reaction 

Present  xlbsont 

100 

ml. 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in 
apnearanco,  neutral  in  reaction,  and  free  from  metals,  The 
hardness  of  the  water  and  its  content  of  mineral  and  salino 
constituents  in  solution  are  very  moderate,  and  its  organic 
quality  and  bacterial  purity  are  of  the  highest  standard. 

The  water  is  considered  pure  and  wholesome  in 
chaj. actor,  and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes, 

(Sgd),  ROY  C.  HOATHER. 


30th  July,  1948 


THE  COUNTIES  PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORIES 
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SUPPLY  (Continued). 

Privato  Undortalrinpis , 

Parta  of  the  parislioG  of  5'airlight  and  Pott  aro  Gorvod, 
v^ith  varying  dogre-os  of  officioncy,  by  tho  following  private 
undo rt Likings : - 


Undertaking. 


Area  Gorvod, 


fairlight  Covo  ’'■ator  Company. 


P'irohills  -'ator  Company’’ 


Toot  Rock  Supply  {Lliss 
Gog  tick) . 

V/hilGt  Gamplos  taken  havo 
bactorially,  tlio  public  analyst  i 
at  sourcG  is  of  doubtful  quality 
troatmont , 


Part  T’airlight  (Waites  Estate) 
(’■'barren  Estate). 

Part  Eairlight  (Pirohills 
Estate) , 

Pott  Level, 


shown  those  waters  to  be  safe 
as  raado  it  clear  that  the  water 
and  safety  depends  entirely  on 


Except  in  the  case  of  the  Toot  Rock  supply  quantity  is  an 
even  greater  problem  than  purity, 

A house  to  house  survey  of  tho  Warren  Estate,  Eairlight, 
showed  imanimous  dissatisfaction  v^ith  the  piped  supply,  and 
confirmed  tha.t  for  weeks  on  end,  houses  were  without  water, 

'The  detailed  results  of  tho  survey  are  tabulated  below: - 


Category,  Description,  Number. 


(a) 

Number  of  properties  on 
^"’^arren  Estate, 

44 

(b) 

Number  of  properties 
connected  to  main  supply. 

27 

(c) 

Number  of  properties  having 
main  supply  only. 

8 

(d) 

Number  of  properties  having 
main  supply  plus  RN’k  Tanks. 

19 

(e) 

Nunber  of  properties  having 
rain  water  tanks  only. 

4 

(f) 

Number  of  properties  having 
R.^'k  Tanks  and  access  to  v^oll 
or  spring. 

9 

(g) 

Nui'nber  of  properties  having 

supply  from  spring only. 


3 
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V'^ator  Sup-ply;  Private  Undortakinp;3  continuod • 


Typical  reports  "by  the  Public  Analyst  on  samples 
taken  from  those  supplies  are  appended: - 


R.  F.  Wright ,B. Sc .,( Lond) , 
A,R,C,S,  ,T\R.I.C, 

Public  Analyst. 

Rc-f;  PP3.  770 


The  Analytical  Laboratory;, 
Wr  ays bury, 

Offham  Road, 

Leives . 


Report  upon  a sample  of  water  forwarded 
by  Messrs,  Plenneer,  Idle  & Co.,  28/29,  Grand  Parade, 
St.  Leonards-on-Sea,  on  the  22nd  May,  1948, 

Sample  labelled 


The  House  Tap  at  the  Oaks. 


On  arrival  the  sample  had  the  following 
characteristics  and  gave  the  appended  results  on  exami- 
nation for  organisms  of  the  Coli  group. 

Colour  None 

Smell  None 

Sediment  None 

Probable  number  of  Coli-Aorogenes  organisms 
in  100  ml,  of  the  original  water  .0 


Report  > The  results  of  the  Coli  test  are 
highly  satisfactory. 


20th  May,  1948 


(Signed)  R.  P.  WRIGHT. 
Public  Anal ^ si:. 
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Wator  Supply.  Prlvato  Undortakinp^s . continued . 
Analyson  of  SaiirplGS,  continuod. 


R,  , 

B.Sc. (Lond) ,AoF,CeS, , 
J’oR.I.C. 

Pu’Dlic  Analyst, 


Tlio  Analytical  La’Doratory, 
Wrays bury, 

OfiTiam  Road, 

Lov/es , 


Rof.  M3C.5502 


Report  upon  a sainplo  of  v:ator  forv/ardod  by 
the  Battle  Rural  District  Council,  on  the  11th  DGCGiabor, 
1948. 


Sample  labelled;  349  Parish  of  A’airlight,  Wirohills 

Estate. 


The  water  on  arrival  had  the  following  characteristics;- 


Colour  Slightly  opalescent 

Smell  None 


^■ediment  Some  mineral  matter. 


Chemical  analysis  afforded  the  following; 


Grains 
per  gal. 


Total  solids  (dried  at  100°C.) 

Solids  (after  ignition)  ...  ... 

Chlorine  ...  , , . 

Armnonia  (free)  

Ammonia  (alburainoid)  

Oxygen  taken  from  permanganate  in  1 hr. 
Oxygen  " " " " 4 hrs 


Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  and  Nitrites  . . 
Nitrites  . 

Harc’ness  (total)  ...  .. 

Hardness  (after  boiling)  

Phosphates  


Me  t a 1 1 i c Impur i t y 
P.H.  6.0 


Mangane  s e 
Iron 


20.4 

13.0 

6.2 


Nil 

.01 

.57 

Nil 

6,6 

4.3 

Nil 

.05 

.08 


Parts 
ner  mil. 


.072 

.042 


Report . The  results  of  the  chemical  analysis  are  not  al- 
together satisfactory,  but  the  bacteriological  results  are 
excellent,  and  I am  of  opinion  that  the  water  is  safe  for 
drinking  purposes. 


23rd  December , 1948 


(Signed)  R.F.wrigHT 
Public  Analyst 


s \ 


\ 


•t 
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yj a t j r S up P Private  UndGrtakinpiS  , continued • 
of  Saiir:los,  contj.nuod , 


Rof;  IJ3C.  5304 


The  Puhlic  .'malyst's  Laboratory, 
V/raysbury,  Offliam  Road, 
Le-''/-os,  SussGJC, 


Pcp<jrt  upon  a sample  of  mater  forwarded  by  the  3attle 
Rural  District  Council,  on  the  11th  Doc ember, 1948, 

S am p 1 0 1 ab e ].  1 e d ; 351.  Parish  of  Pett  Level,  Pumping  Station, 

Well.  ( Treated  water) 

Tlie  water  on  arrival  had  tlie  following  characteristics: 

Colour  Rone 

Smell  Rone 

Sediment  A little  veaetablc  matter. 


Chemical  analysis  afforded  the  following: - 

Grains 
per  p-al. 


Parts 
per  mil. 


• • 0 » • 


#00  00 


0 C C 0 


Total  solids  (dried  at'^lOO^C) 

Solids  (after  ignition) 

Chlorine 

Ammonia  (free) 

Ammonia  (albuminoid)  ...  ... 

Cxygnn  to-hen  from  permanganate  . 

in  hour 

Cxygen  taken  from  permanganate 

in  4 hours 

Ritrogon  .as  Ritrates  and  Ritrites 
Ritrites  • ^ ^ 

Hardness  (total)  ...  ... 

riardness  (a.fter  boiling)  ...  ... 

Phosphates  ...  ... 

R.etallic  impurity  Manganese 


Iron 


Ph. 


6.9 


3C.C 

25.2 

5.5 


.Cl 

, C3 
,C4 

Ril 
14.  C 
7.C 
Ril 
.C14 
,Clo 


.C72 

.C54 


Peuort . The  chemical  analysis  indicates  that  this  water 
is  oF  doubtful  organic  purity.  The  bacteriological  results, 
however,  are  excellent,  and  as  submitted  I am  of  opinion  that 
the  water  is  safe  for  drinking  purnoses. 


Bac  terioloaical  Txamination. 


'The  organisms  per  ml,  which  grev/-  on  Rutrient  Agar  in 
three  days  at  22^-^C.  under  aerobic  conditions  and  were  then 
visible  to  the  naked  eye  as  colonies  numbered...  ...  ...  ,..C 
*^n  Agar  at  blood  temperature  and  under  aerobic 
condi tions . . , c . . 9 colonies  were  noticed  after  two  days  incubation. 

Probable  number  of  Coli-Aerogenes  organisms  in  ICC  ml, 
of  the  original  water.  ........  .C, 


23rd  December,  1948, 


(Signed)  R.  F.  WRIGHT, 
Public  Analyst, 
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Water  iSup^o  continued^ 

^ ■■V’ J K.e cui s i 1 1 on 3_  on  Hantinp^s  Corporation • 

■Hiis  iiiatter  is  dealt  vrith  t)y  the  Medical  Officer  in  his 
Report , 


Pis  trihut  ion  of  Piped  V/ater , 


Parish , 

Hou: 

3 e s di  re  c 1 1 y Hous  e 

'S  supplied 

COj 

onected  "to  by 

me  ter. 

Main. 

Battle 

1154 

120 

Bodiam 

107 

- 

Brightling 

4 

- 

Bun.-^ash 

511 

- 

Catsfiel d 

146 

23 

C r ovHiurs  t 

147 

34 

Etchingham 

201 

- 

Cues  tling 

2 

- 

I cl:  1 e sham  ( W inche  1 s e a ) 

217 

12 

1 ck 1 e sham  ( Ry e Harb  our ) 

105 

16 

Iden 

1 

- 

Northio.m 

352 

8 

Ore 

32 

- 

Play den 

39 

4 

Rye  foreign 

19 

3 

Salehurs t 

655 

- 

Ticehurs t 

696 

- 

Westfield 

119 

- 

The  al) ove  inf orma t i on 

has 

been  supplied  by  the 

respective 

Water  Undertahings • 


W a t e r iVia  i n Ex  t e n s i on  s , 

Water  :nain  extensions  were  i;iade  to  serve  now  housing  sites 
(’'profah”  c.nd  traditional)  at  Morthiam  cond  Bum'-zash,  a total  of 
115  houses. 

Other  extensions  wore  made  to  Rfitherenden  Hill,  3ur\''/’ash, 
and  to  the  now  permanent  housing  sites  for  Bodiam  Housing  xisso- 
ciaticn  (28  houses ) , A start  was  also  made  on  the  extension 
to  He thorf ield, 

Carnhcr  and  Wincholsea  Beach. 


The  position  at  Camher  and  Winchelsoa  Beach  must  remain 
serious  until  the  main  arrives. 

The  ease  v^ith  which  polluted  water  can  he  obtained  by 
sinking  concrete  tubes  a few  feet  into  the  saturated  sub-soil 
is  a particularly  serious  feature  of  the  problem. 
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Wat  or  Su:3ply.  continued. 

Camber  and  Wlncholsoa  Beach,  continued^ 

Tlio  inhabitants  of  this  area  rely  largely  on  stored 
rain  v/ater  supplemented  by  water  delivered  at  high  cost  by 
lorries • 

It  is  the  Council’s  intention  to  prevent  the  erection 
of  new  houses  until  main  water  reaches  those  areas,  a policy 
which  is  not  popular  with  the  inhabitants,  but  which,  in  my 
opinion,  is  a right  one  if  the  public  health  is  to  be  safe- 
guarded. 


Water  Samples, 

• The  following  water  samples  were  taken  from  new  or 
suspected  sources  during  the  year:- 


Parish. 

Wells . 

Sprin 

gs. 

Satis- 

factory. 

Polluted, 

Satis- 

factory 

Poll' 

hshburnham 

- 

1 

- 

1 

'^eckley 

3 

9 

1 

Bright ling 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Brede 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Dallington 

- 

- 

1 

- 

ST7hurs  t 

- 

3 

3 

1 

hairlight 

1 

1 

3 

2 

Cues  t ling 

- 

1 

- 

- 

I ck la sham 

- 

5 

1 

1 

I den 

- 

1 

- 

2 

Mountf ield 

1 

- 

1 

Northiam 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Peasmarsh 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Pett 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Playden 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Salehurs t 

1 

1 

1 

- 

So dies combe 

- 

4 

- 

- 

Staplecross 
(Swhurst ) 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Udimore 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Westfield 

- 

4 

1 

2 

^''rnatlington 

- 

3 

- 

- 

Total 

8 

39 

10 

17 

> 


>v 


* \ 
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V/ater  Supply^  continued, 
Wat^r  Sainple s,  continued , 


Tho  majority  of  wells  in  use  in  this  District  are 
shall ov;  in  the  technical  sonso  of  tho  word,  varying  in  depth 
from  fifteen  to  eighty  feet.  Most  are  between  twenty  and 
thirty  feet.  Even  when  they  are  newly  constructed  in 
accordance  vrith  the  Building  Byelaws,  so  as  to  elioinate 
surface  v/ater,  it  is  very  difficult  to  obtain  v/ater  which  will 
pass  the  Public  Analyst, 

Springs,  where  properly  protected,  usually  yield  better 
results . 


A nev/  private  bore  v/as  sunk  near  Hayes  Farm,  in  Beckley 
Parish,  to  a depth  of  72  feet  without  striking  water.  Another 
private  bore  sunk  at  Crov/ham  Manor,  ^’distfield,  to  a depth  of 
268  feet.  Standing  v/ater  level  v/as  then  142  feet  dov/n  from 
the  surface. 


SMHERAGS 


SE'VAGE  DISPOSAL. 


Major  Scher.ies, 

Messrs.  John  Taylor  5:  Sons,  cur  Consulting  Engineers, 
have  prepared  detailed  schemes  for  sev/ering  Bur^vash  Coiiimon 
and  Icklesham.  These  have  b 3en'£|)pi»’ovcd  by  tho  County  Council 
and  sent  to  tho  Ministry  of  Health,  whoso  decision  is  av^aited. 

The  Engineers  have  also  completed  a scheme  for  Northiam, 
and  have  been  instructed  to  proceed  with  others  for  Burv/ash 
Village  and  Fair  light,. 

Small  Disposal  Works. 

Small  sewage  disposal  v/orks  v/ore  installed  at  the  nev/ 
Housing  Sites  at  Crowhurst,  Burv/ash  (tv/o)  and  Catsfield, 

Tlis  Council’s  proposals  for  tho  Northiam  site  v/ero 
rejected  by  the  Ministry’s  Engineer  ov/ing  to  tho  early  prospect 
of  a major  scheme.  The  alternative  temporary  works  suggested 
by  the  Engineer  have  been  a groat  nuisance  and  has  merely  made 
v/orse  the  insanitary  conditions  already  existing,- 

The  private  estate  sev/ago  disposal  plant  belonging  to 
tho  Coghurst  Estates  was  overhauled  by  the  ov/nors , after 
pressure  from  the  Council,  v/ho  are  now  considering  a request 
that  tl:e  estate  sov/e.rs  and  works  should  be  taken  over. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICE. 
Refuse  Collection. 


During  the  year  tv^o  nev/  Bedford  vehicles  vrere  put  into 
service,  each  having  10  cu.  yd,  capacity.  Our  fleet  nov/ 
comprises  one  10  cu,  yd,  S.D,.  Freighter,  two  7 cu,  yd,  Morris 
vehicles  and  tho  two  Bedfords  referred  to,  together  v/ith  an 
Austin  lorry  used  principally  for  salvage  collection. 


/ Tv/elve 


‘r*-  ’ 


\ 


/ 


1 


I 


S 


I 


/ 


< 

, # 

'.  V 


- 4“^  - 


PU3LIC  CLEAFSI^^-  SllRVICE  ( Continuo d) , 

T'/^elve  inon  are  ernployed  on  collection,  tlireo  on  salvage  and  tip 
maintenance.  Ihese  are  supervised  by  a traVGlling  foreman, 

'Pie  arrival  of  tlie  extra  vehicle  'las  speeded  up  collections 
and  uhilst  some  ratepayers  are_.,still  dissatisfied  complaints  are, 
on  the  whole,  infrequent, 

riie  cost  of  the  service  during  1948  v/p.s  84,967  less 
£■1,815  realised  on  salvage,  representing  a 4-|-d  rate. 


■SALVAGE , 

ihoro  was  a slight  further  increase  in  the  toto.l  amount 
of  salvage  collected  during  the  year. 

The  compaign  for  the  salvage  of  waste  paper  was  intensified 
and  the  amount  collected  rose  from  81  to  nearly  105  tons  - a 
particularly  valuable  g'ain. 

A film  show  for  children  was  arranged  in  conjunction  with 
the  Paste  Pacer  Recovery  Association,  Entrance  was  by  "as 
much  waste  paper  as  could  be  carried"  and  the  children  brought 
nearly  2 tons,  1 am  pleased  to  record  our  appreciation  of  their 
assis  ts.nce, 

Ihis  gain  is  however  offset  by  reduced  collections  of 
scrap  iron  and  bottles. 


R\ill  details  are  given  in  the  table  below. 


T, 

Cw  t . 

-r. 

Lbs . 

£, 

s * 

Paste  Paper 

104 

19 

3 

0 

726. 

19, 

4, 

Eerrous  Petal 

86 

15 

0 

0 

208, 

15. 

3. 

N on- ..■'errous  Yo t 

al  3 

10 

1 

o 

138, 

9. 

3. 

Bottles  Sc  Jars 

16 

9 

3 

0 

15A, 

13. 

0. 

Rags 

5 

7 

2 

0 

107, 

10. 

0. 

Rubber 

1 

13 

0 

0 

1. 

13. 

0. 

Bones 

1 

5 

0 

0 

o • 

2. 

6, 

Sundries 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total . 

220 

0 

1 

2 

1345, 

2. 

4. 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING, 

At  the  beginning  of  August  the  Council  decided  to  inaugurate 
a cesspool  emptying  scheme  and  for  this  purpose,  purchased  a 700 
gallon  Yorkshire  Cesspool  Emptying  Vehicle, 

Although  the  vehicle  was  intended  primarily  for  the  lo?/-lying 
coastal  areas  where  the  level  of  sub-soil  water  is  usually  high, 
requests  for  use  of  the  vehicle  from  residents  in  that  part  of  the 
district  were  not  as  numerous  as  had  been  expected. 
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HOUSE  RE  QUI S I TI  ONI NG 


i sit  ions  . 

During  1948  tUree  more  houses  wore  roquisi tioned,  bringing 
the  total  to  23.  'This  total  includos  throe  properties 
requisitioned  during  the  ’var  for  “bcnibed  out"  people.  There 
V'^ore  a number  of  tenancy  changes  durine;  the  year,  mainly  due 
to  the  moving  of  tenants  into  now  Council  houses,  but  there  was 
alv/ays  a needy  family  waiting  to  fill  the  vacancy.  There  are 
at  the  time  of  writing  25  fo.milies  in  requisitioned  houses. 

Releases . 


Two  flats  and  one  cottage  were  relea.sed  during  the  year. 
Those  were  all  properties  originally  housing  "bombed  out" 
families  and  had  been  under  requisition  for  long  periods,  T\,7o 
tenants  were  rehoused  and  the  third  remained  in  the  house  as 
tenant  of  the  owner. 


3UILDING  LICENTIFG. 

Eg tween  January  1st  and  July  1st  the  sanitary  inspectors 
made  263  visits  to  premises  to  ensure  that  licences  were  issued 
to  the  most  deserving  cases  and  that  only  the  necessary  quantity 
of  controlled  materials  was  issued. 

^■'itii  the  introduction  on  July  1st  of  the  £100,0.0d.  "free 
limit"  applications  fell  away  to  a m^e  trichlo  and  during  the 
last  six  months  of  the  year  only  56  wisits  v/cro  made.  This 
v^elcome  s-nd  overdue  relief  has  ena.bled  the  sanitary  inspectors 
to  give  more  time  to  other  routine  duties. 

It  was  unfortunate  that  this  worh  had  to  be  done  by  them 
but  tne  great  economy  in  time  and  travelling  obto.ined  from 
combining  this  work  with  other  duties  justified  the  decision. 

One  advantage  at  least  was  derived:  we  ivere  o.ble  to  see  that  no 

notices  were  outstanding  for  want  of  licences  and  any  improvements 
for  the  good  of  public  health  were  ensured  priority.  Whilst  it 
is  no  longer  a burden,  wo  shall  be  glad  to  see  the  last  of  this 
unwelcome  and  unproductive  duty. 


E0VEA3LS  DWELLINGS. 


Throughout  the  year  there  was  a steady  influx  of  caravans 
to  the  coastal  areas  of  the  district.  These  caravans  were 
carefully  watched  and  moved  on  aftjr  the  expiry  of  the  period 
allov^cd  by  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Ho  licences  are  issued 
in  respect  of  the  coastal  areas  owing  to  the  absence  of  proper 
water  supplies,  and  the  marshy  nature  of  the  area, 

Jive  successful  prosecutions  were  undertahen  in  cases 
where  the  warnings  were  ignored  and  in  another  case  an  appeal 
against  the  Council’s  refusal  to  issue  a licence  was  dismissed. 

It  is  unfortiinate  that  these  areas,  which  are  so  unsuitable 
from  a public  health  point  of  view,  are  so  attractive  to 
"caravanners".  There  is  no  doubt  at  all  that  if  it  were  possible 
to  issue  licences  the  nuiaber  of  moveable  dwellings  would  soon  run 
into  hundreds. 
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HO  APLS  U'-rp LLI N GS 


( Continued) . 


T-j.'T”  cf  t]i.ia  spoci 
; 'Lo  IHo  IJL.nintor  of  Towr 
d;l  r- 0 G t i v'  i ■ io  t Ai>  t,  i J,  o 4 o f 
( Govioi-rj.!  Dovo'l.opmcn^ ) Ordor^ 
d?.;/^  frciG  Al.iG  co.'LCgory  of  ‘‘p 


al  problom  an  application  has  been 
and  Country  Planning  to  so euro  a 
tho  Ton-n  and  Country  ?lo.nni?ig 
1948 excluding  camping  up  to  28 
ornlttc-d  devolopnent " , 


if 


a '«  .'i 

O V„' 


If  this 
cossary,  t 
ol  coastal 


direction  is  authorised  the  Council  v/ill  be  oble 
o exclude  moveable  cbdelliiigs  entirely  from  the 
areas  concornod. 


9 


So  far  however, 


no  decision  lias  been  made  by  the  Minister, 


HOP- PICbHRS • LODGINGS , 

During  the  seo.son  the  usual  visits  were  made  to  Hop-Picker^* 
Camps  in  the  district.  Conditions  are  broadly  as  follows  •«- 

(1)  Huts , Generally  speaking  these  xvere  found  to 

be  satisfactory  and  there  x'^ras  no  evidence  of 
any  overcrox.-rding, 

(2)  Cooking,, and  Drying  of  Clothes,  There  are  still 

many  farms  x^diero  the  facilities  provided 
are  quite  inadequate  and  in  some  cases  there 
are  no  facilities  at  all.  So  far  as  cocking 
facilities  are  concornod  it  must  bo  admitted 
that  most  pickers  do  not  use  the  fireplaces 
provided,  but  prefer  to  make  their  own  close 
to  the  huts  so  that  they  can  guard  their 
belongings  and  watch  their  cooking  at  tho  same 
tine.  On  the  other  hand,  the  lack  of 
facilities  for  drying  clothes  in  wet  seasons 
is  a more  serious  matter  and  the  Byelaws 
require  a separate  shelter  adequately  protected 
from  the  weather  for  every  sixteen  pickers 
employed.  There  are  fe^v  farms  xrdnere  this 
Byelaw  is  fully  observed, 

(o)  ^'^ator  Supply,  The  majority  of  smu.ll  camps 

depend  on  wells  and  springs,  some  of  which 
are  inadequately  protected  and  a number  of 
x’Tiich  are  too  far  away  from  the  huts.  Even 
in  camps  xvhere  main  water  is  available  the 
supply  is  sometimes  much  further  away  than 
the  150  yards  laid  down  in  the  Byelaws, 

Eortunatoly  the  bulk  of  the  pickers  are 
employed  by  a x?/ell-kncv5n  firm  of  Brexvers , xahose  . 
camps,  though  far  from  perfect,  are  all 
supplied  x’dth  main  ^"^ater  which  is  generally 
reasonably  accessible. 

(4)  -Sanitary  Accommodation,  Lack  of  sufficient 

closets  and  failure  in  maintaining  them  in 
a clean  condition  is  still  tho  most  serious 
short-coming  in  the  camps  generally, 

(5)  Collection  of  Refuse  and  Tidying  of  Sites,  In 

the  smaller  camps,  vdiero  the  pickers  are 
usually  selected  "regulars",  there  is  usually 
a better  standard  of  cleanliness  and  tidiness 
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HOP-PIG'^^RS  ’ LODGINGS  (Continued), 

(5)  Colloctlon  of  Hofuso  and  Tidying  of  Sites  (Continued). 
than  in  the  larger  camijs.  In  many  cases 
there  seem  to  be  no  arrangements  ^.'^hatevor 
for  the  clearing  of  rubbish  during  the 
nickers^  stay,  the  vrork  apparently  being 
left  until  they  have  gone. 

During  the  v/ar  years,  and  indeed  until  the  present,  there 
has  been  difficulty  in  obtaining  either  labour  or  materials  for 
the  provision  of  all  the  conveniences  required  by  the  Byelaws, 
and  for  this  reason  farmers  have  not  so  far  been  pressed  to  comply 
with  the  Byelaws  in  full.  I do  f.;el,  however,  the  time  has  come 
to  insjst  cn  the  full  observance  of  the  Byelaws,  and  all  farmers 
concerned  have  been  informed  of  the  respects  in  which  their  camos 
do  not  comply  with  the  Byelaws  and  warned  that  a higher  standard 
v/ill  bo  required  next  year. 


INFESTATION  ORDER,  1945. 

Routine  poisoning  was  continued  throughout  the  year  in 
sev/ers,,at  refuse  tips,  sewage  disposal  works  and  sewer  outfalls. 
Thirty-six  major  infestations  wore  cleared. 

TIic  routine  tests  of  the  sewers  revealed  two  infestations. 

Treatment  at  domestic  and  business  premises  was  carried 
out  vfherever,  following  investigation  on  request,  it  was  found 
necessary.  x\  scale  of  charges  is  laid  down  and  varies  according 
to  the  no.ture  of  the  premises  and  the  degree  of  infestation. 
Charges  are  k'opt  as  low  as  possible,  but  the  Council  have  not  felt 
able  to  treat  domestic  premises  free  of  cost. 

The  Ministry's  formulae  and  routines  are  used  in  every 
case  and  the  work  done  has  been  much  appreciated. 

The  work  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Operative  during  the 
year  is  summarised  below: - 

Number  of  promises  inspected ,,  483 

Number  of  promises  cleared  of  rats  228 

Requests  for  treatment  ,.  .,  ..  ,,  ..  139 

Total  visits  .,  ,,  ..  ,,1923 
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